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 During the Summer of 2018, I was thankful to be named the Cleveland Archaeological 

Society Intern with the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. The internship consisted of four 

weeks in the field and four weeks in the museum laboratory, allowing me to experience both 

ends of archaeological research. The museum spent its seventh year in the field at Heckelman 

(33ER14), a site with both Hopewell and Late Prehistoric contexts. The second half of my 

internship focused on the 1979 excavations carried about by the University of Toledo at a 

different site, Fort Meigs (33WO08) in Perrysburg, Ohio. As a student who has been involved 

with the Cleveland Museum of Natural History for years now, I feel especially grateful to have 

been given this opportunity. 

 The largest goal of the 2018 season was to further investigate a 20-meter-wide circular 

anomaly which appeared on magnetic survey in 2016. In 2017, investigation of the anomaly had 

yielded several large post-molds ringing the edge of this apparent circle. In order to verify the 

existence of this post-circle, trench stakes were laid down North-South along what should be the 

circle’s central axis. If confirmed, this circle would undoubtedly represent a Hopewell ritual 

circle, which would be unprecedented this far North in Ohio. I, along with the volunteers of the 

museum and Firelands Archaeology, was very excited to find some deep post-molds. 

 My first day was spent laying down the main axis of datum stakes with Sydney Baker, 

the Kirtlandia Society intern, under the supervision of Dr. Brian Redmond. These stakes would 

allow for easy triangulation of 3x3 meter units within the excavation area, a strip of 30x11 meter 



soil left unplowed in a field of corn. The precision in our placement of these stakes set a 

precedent for the entirety of the dig – all excavation and recording needed to be done with the 

upmost accuracy and care for detail. After the stakes were placed, the excavation crew split into 

three groups: North, middle, and South. While the South and middle crews were supervised by 

two highly experienced volunteers, my group was supervised by Brian Scanlan and consisted of 

Sydney, myself, and Alyssa Davis, the graduate intern. I began my digging for the season in unit 

484N 360E. 

 I was happy to engage in the many joys of archaeology for the first time of the Summer, 

namely shovel-scraping, hand troweling, and screening. Once we reached the cultural layer 

approximately 3 cm below datum (bd), we had revealed six potential post-molds (PPMs) and a 

mysterious dark zone. These post-molds and other items of interest appeared as dark stains, rich 

from the decay of recent organic material, in the otherwise sterile, yellow subsoil. This was a 

stark contrast to my previous archaeological experience in Greece, where evidence manifested in 

great stone walls and piles of pottery fragments. The archaeology at Heckelman required more 

finesse and an intuitive eye, which I appreciated. We were able to learn a lot from our first unit – 

mainly that there was nothing there. Negative data is data, nevertheless, and we were able to 

eliminate our unit from the map of large post-molds. 

 Even though our first unit had been declared culturally sterile, I was still able to learn 

some new skills in the process of investigation. Mapping the unit by hand was both a great 

exercise of precision and a lot of fun. On my previous dig, mapping had been done by experts 

with a total station, rather than by any of the student workers. Similarly, I had my first 

experience with a Munsell book. Since Munselling soil entailed me digging through dirt, I also 

took great pleasure in this. After our first unit, we moved 3 meters south to open a new unit, 



481N 360E. Brian, Sydney, Alyssa and I marked down 9 PPMs and 3 zones, which we 

systematically cross-cut and investigated. I was lucky enough to find the first positive post-mold 

of our group, though it had not contained any artifacts and was quite small. Only one other small 

PPM in the unit was named positive, so we theorized that we were within the circle, rather than 

on the edge. Until the shape of the circle became more clear, Dr. Redmond decided that our 

group should direct its attention to the investigation of Feature 17-30, a mysterious pit which had 

been discovered at what should be the center of the circle in 2017. We ended the week by 

opening and mapping two new, 2x2 meter units surrounding the East half of 17-30, units 473N 

363E and 475N 363E. Immediately, we were confronted with floor plans much more 

complicated than those of our previous two units. I found this fantastically exciting, as we were 

confronted with a complex problem with no immediate answer. 

 The first thing I should say about the second week is that it was incredibly hot. Somehow, 

this actually made digging even more satisfying – possibly because hot weather and hard work 

are so ubiquitous in archaeology. We spent the first half of the week extending 473N 363E and 

475N 363E to clarify the confusing floor plan we had discovered. A strange clay protrusion 

continued East, and we were also able to reveal 13 PPMs and 11 zones. Sydney and myself were 

lucky to excavate Zones J and K in the Northeast corner of 473N 363E to reveal two large post-

molds. These would be named Features 18-18 and 18-19. Having satisfied ourselves with the 

surrounding area of Feature 17-30, we moved in to quarter-section the massive pit feature. By 

slicing the Northwest fourth directly out of the feature, we were able to create a stratigraphic 

map of the pit’s interior. We ended up taking the 17-30 down to 94 cm bd – I could actually sit 

down and trowel within the feature while completely invisible to others at the site! After 

carefully documenting the stratigraphy of the feature, I focused on Feature 18-28, a deep column 



densely-packed with charcoal. This feature appeared to either be a burnt post-mold or the work 

of a burrowing rodent, the likes of which we struggled with for the majority of the dig. I finally 

said goodbye to Feature 17-30 after excavating a basin of dense charcoal near the center of the 

pit’s surface. Orange, oxidized soil indicated that this may have been an active fire-pit, although 

the soil could have been deposited in a secondary context. 

 The second half of Week 3 and all of Week 4 were occupied with the investigation of a 

singular, new feature. With a new legion of volunteers from the CMNH during the third week, 

Sydney, Brian, and myself moved to open a new unit Southeast of Feature 17-30, unit 469N 

363E. We quickly realized something strange was going on as we cleaned the floor of this unit. 

While Brian had found the base of a beautiful Snyder’s point, it was not this piece of flint which 

captivated our attention, it was the strange dark stain which dominated the East half of the unit. 

After making extensions North and East, we realized we had come upon a filled-in keyhole 

structure. The igloo-like structure pattern indicated a Late Prehistoric winter home. These kinds 

of structures were built incredibly small and had their entrances face Southeast, away from the 

wind. A similar structure had been found around a hundred meters East in previous years, so we 

knew exactly what we were looking at. Though Sydney and I only had enough time to quarter-

section and map the Northwest quadrant of this structure, this must have been the most 

challenging, but gratifying experience of the entire field season. By the end of the season we had 

found evidence of a Late Prehistoric habitation with several interesting features. Though none of 

my post-molds aligned with the circle, other groups certainly found enough large post-molds to 

reasonably confirm the existence of the circle. 

 The second half of my internship consisted of four weeks of study on the 1979 

excavations at Fort Meigs by the University of Toledo. This season had culminated the end of 



several years of multi-institutional investigation beneath the grounds of a War of 1812 fort. I was 

tasked with piecing together the notes and data of Dr. David Stothers, the late principal 

investigator. At first, making sense of the scattered, unorganized data was overwhelming. The 

more I organized, however, the more the pieces of the puzzle fell together. Working on the Fort 

Meigs site was exciting because I was the first person to completely write up the work by the 

University of Toledo. I created a map, documented several features, compiled lithic and ceramic 

statistics, and even suggested the existence of a previously-unrecognized second structure. I 

myself took a trip to the site, which is now a state park managed by the Ohio History Center. It 

was fun to talk with the staff of the park, who were actually unaware of the University of Toledo 

excavations. In this way, I was able to teach them a lot about the prehistoric history of the site, so 

that they could better educate visitors. 

 I am incredibly thankful for the opportunity granted to me through my internship. I would 

like to thank Dr. Redmond, Brian Scanlan, and Ann DuFresne for their help and support through 

the eight-week internship. I would also like to thank my excellent co-workers, Sydney and 

Alyssa, who were both professional and an absolute joy to work with both in the field and lab. 

Furthermore, the fantastic volunteers of Firelands Archaeology and the CMNH inspired me with 

their continued hard work and united passion for the field of archaeology. It is volunteers such as 

them which enable so much of the work in archaeology. Finally, I would like to thank the 

members of the Cleveland Archaeological Society who extended this opportunity to me. Not 

only was I able to improve my research skills inside and outside of the field, but I experienced an 

entirely different kind of archaeology. American anthropology is so fascinating in its ability to 

illuminate the history of human behavior through what little evidence has been left behind. I will 

take this experience with me through the rest of my education and career. 


