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SCCD Launches Child Policy Initiative
Understanding that child development is shaped 
by local, national, and international policies, 
the Schubert Center has launched the Child 
Policy Initiative to strengthen connections and 
understanding among university researchers, 
policymakers, and practitioners.  We received 
a $150,000 grant from the George Gund 
Foundation and a $49,000 supplemental grant 
from Th e Cleveland Foundation in March 
2004 for a range of activities that will focus 
more attention on public policy in child-related 
research and education at Case. 

Th e Child Policy Initiative is aimed at the 
longstanding gap between academic research 
and public policy formation.  Eff ective policies 
regarding children must be grounded in good 
research. However, research cannot be applied 
unless it is framed in ways that policy makers 
can understand and translate into action. 
Th is initiative will capitalize on Case’s broad, 
multidisciplinary strengths in research related to 
children and childhood.  We are adopting the 
technology transfer model used in the physical 
sciences, moving research out of the university 
and into the realms of policy development and 
best practices. 

Th e Child Policy Initiative evolved out of 
discussions with directors of other academic 
centers in the Human Development and Public 
Policy Consortium, a national network of 
university-based child researchers. Th e fi nal 
program design was shaped in discussions with 
Gund Foundation program offi  cer Marcia 
Egbert and several local policy experts and child 
advocates. Th e Child Policy Initiative is being 
closely coordinated with individual Case faculty 
researchers and other centers on campus.

Our plans for the 
initiative feature major 
new activities in research, 
communications, and 
education, including:

• Publishing policy briefs 
and background papers, 
which summarize the 
results of current research 
conducted at Case in usable 
form for policy and practice 
audiences
• Creating an accessible 
inventory of Case child 
researchers and research 
studies on the Schubert 
Center’s website
• Presenting workshops by 
Case experts and outside consultants to improve 
faculty engagement and communications with 
public offi  cials
• Sponsoring forums to stimulate dialogue 
among Case faculty, policy makers, child 
practitioners, and child advocates
• Inviting policy experts to speak in child-related 
courses
• Creating community-based internships for 
undergraduates.

Our goal is to produce an expanded community 
of scholars and students who focus on children, 
and who are actively engaged in communities 
of policy makers, practitioners, and advocates. 
Th rough these activities, we hope to make child-
related research and education at Case a more 
visible and valuable resource for Cleveland and 
Ohio.
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Cheryl Morrow-White, M.D., began 
working with the Schubert Center for Child 
Development as Director of the Child Policy 
Initiative in March 2005. In this capacity, Dr. 
Morrow-White will coordinate and advance 
a comprehensive, innovative program of 
multidisciplinary education, research, and 
communication focused on child policy (see 
cover story).

Dr. Morrow-White comes to the Schubert 
Center with twenty years of practice as a pediatrician in 
a wide variety of practice settings. In retrospect, she says, 
all of her experiences, professional and voluntary, have 
prepared her to direct the Child Policy Initiative.

This position renews a longstanding association with Case 
Western Reserve University. Morrow-White fi rst arrived on 
our campus in second grade to learn a foreign language 
during the summer. Later, she received her medical 
education at the School of Medicine (Class of 1981). More 
recently, she enrolled as a certifi cate candidate at the 
Mandel Center for Nonprofi t Management. “I have always 
found the Case environment intellectually stimulating and 
supportive,” she says, “and it is with great expectations 
that I return to serve the university and the needs of 
children by championing a robust child policy program.”

Introducing Cheryl Morrow-White

Eric Youngstrom: Looking 
at the Emotions and 
Personalities of Juvenile 
Off enders

Eric Youngstrom’s research explores 
the structure of people’s emotion 

experiences, as well as how emotions 

relate to personality and pathology 
in children and adolescents. He also 
investigates ways of improving clinical 
assessment instruments to make better 
diagnoses and predictions about future 
functioning, and to better monitor 

progress.  Dr. Youngstrom is associate 
professor of psychology at Case and 
director of the Data Management and 
Statistical Analysis Unit and Research 
Methods Core of the Center for 
Bipolar Research. He has published 
extensively on the topics of clinical 
assessment and emotion.  A licensed 
psychologist, Youngstrom specializes in 
the relationship between emotions and 
psychopathy, and the clinical assessment 
of children and families.

Youngstrom has received two grants 
from the Schubert Center to support 
his research on the role of trait emotions 
and personality as protective and risk 
factors in adolescents. Th e goal of both 
studies – “Risk and Resilience in Juvenile 
Off ending: Th e Role of Emotions and 
Adaptive/Nonadaptive Personality” and 
“Understanding Emotional Processes in 
Adolescent Psychopathy” – is to defi ne 
psychopathy in adolescents, and to 
identify useful diagnostic instruments for 
assessing juvenile off enders and youth at 
risk for antisocial behavior. 

Youngstrom 
wants to 
understand why 
some juvenile 
off enders 
continue to 
commit crimes 
after being 
released from 
a juvenile 
justice facility, 
while others do 
not. “In adult 
populations, psychopathy is the premier 
force in recidivism,” he says.  Youngstrom 
describes “psychopathy” as an extreme 
personality disorder, characterized by an 
inability to experience guilt or remorse, 
facile lying, and an inability to form 
close attachments to others. “Correctly 
identifying psychopathy would be 
of tremendous value to society,” says 
Youngstrom, “Psychopaths consume 
more than half of all dollars spent on 
justice/corrections, and up to one-
third of dollars spent on mental health, 
yet they tend to respond poorly to 
treatment.”

Faculty Spotlights

IN EACH NEWSLETTER, WE HIGHLIGHT 

THE RESEARCH OF INDIVIDUALS WHOSE 

WORK HAS BEEN SUPPORTED BY 

GRANTS FROM THE SCHUBERT CENTER. 

IN THIS ISSUE, WE INTRODUCE ERIC 

YOUNGSTROM, PH.D., FROM THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY.

SUPPORTING RESEARCH AT CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
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THE SCHUBERT 
CENTER FOR CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT 
PROMOTES 

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
CONNECTIONS FOR 

RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION AT 

CASE AND IN THE 
COMMUNITY

Lee Th ompson: Looking at Genes, Environment, and Learning

IN EACH NEWSLETTER, WE HIGHLIGHT AN INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP AT CASE OR 
IN THE COMMUNITY WHOSE WORK HAS SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED RESEARCH 
OR PRACTICE RELATED TO CHILDREN OR ADOLESCENTS. IN THIS ISSUE, WE 
PROFILE LEE THOMPSON, PH.D., FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY.

Lee Th ompson’s primary research focus is explaining 
the complex interaction of genes and environment 

that determines who we are and how we learn. Most 
of her work has explored the development of cognitive 
skills, temperament, and language from infancy through 
childhood.  She has looked at siblings and twins, and, 
more recently, has used molecular genetic techniques and 
is particularly interested in how the genetic code translates 
into complex behavior at the level of brain function.

Dr. Th ompson received her B.A. from Case, and her M.A. 
and Ph.D. from the University of Colorado at Boulder.  In 
1987, she returned to Case as a Visiting Assistant Professor, 
and in 1997, completed a Postdoctoral Fellow appointment in the Department of 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics. Now Associate Professor, Dr. Th ompson teaches 
psychology and behavior genetics. In addition, she co-directs the “SAGES” (Seminar 
Approach to General Education and Scholarship) program. 

Currently Dr. Th ompson is collaborating with behavioral geneticists and psychologists 
from three other universities—Penn State, Florida State, and the University of 
Oregon — on a four-year, multi-site longitudinal study of identical twins, entitled 
“Environmental Infl uences on Early Reading: A Twin Study.”  Th e research is funded 
by a $2 million grant from the National Institutes of Health. At each of the four sites, 
researchers will examine a diff erent aspect of how environment and genetics contribute 
to specifi c reading processes, such as word decoding and producing and understanding 
letter sounds. Th ompson will explore the cognitive aspects of the research.

Th e study’s goal is to identify the family environmental infl uences that promote reading. 
By studying twins, researchers will be able to examine both environmental infl uences 
and the infl uence of genetic predisposition. Describing this as the most interesting facet 
of this research, Th omspson says, “Th e tradition in developmental research is to study 
the impact of environmental criteria, but what has not been done is to learn how each 
child’s unique predisposition interacts in the environment. Twin design can control for 
genetic diff erences.”  

Dr. Th ompson has recruited 350 identical twin sets who live within three hours of 
Cleveland. Over three years, the twins will be interviewed and tested at home to track 
reading skills. Th e fi rst sessions will occur when the twins are in kindergarten, again 
in fi rst grade, and then again in second grade. Th e researchers will also interview and 
observe parents to determine their contributions to the reading process. A DNA sample 
of each child will be analyzed to discover how similar (identical) the twin sets are.

Dr. Th ompson is pleased that four graduates from the university are employed as 
fulltime researchers on this project. She is impressed with the quality of their work 
and the fact they are being accepted into excellent graduate programs.  She says, “the 
students have been able to gain invaluable fi eld experience in unique research before 
pursuing their graduate work.” 

Researchers across the United States 
are directing more attention to the role 
of emotions in shaping personality 
and to the role of emotion regulation 
in developing social relationships and 
aggressive behavior. According to 
Youngstrom, children who fail to develop 
appropriate social skills, including 
emotion recognition, regulation, and 
empathy, are more likely to be rejected 
by their peers and recreate situations of 
rejection and aggression in new settings. 

 Working with the Cuyahoga County 
Department of Justice Aff airs, researchers 
evaluated adolescents from the Hudson 
Youth Development Center, using 
structured interviews, questionnaires, 
and observational ratings. Th e study has 
already had an impact on how Hudson 
Youth Development Center screens 
families and youths.  Th e research data 
are now being analyzed and linked to the 
county’s database on recidivism. 



CREAGH T. BOULGER graduated in May 2004 with a B.A. 
in Psychology and a minor in Childhood Studies.  She is now 
a medical student at Wright State University. Ms. Boulger is 

convinced that her coursework in Childhood Studies will serve 
her well in medical school.  She says, “my childhood studies 
minor will help me in my practice of medicine to identify 
normal and abnormal child behavior and to provide a non-
medical perspective, such as the sociological, psychological, and 
behavioral aspect.” Ms. Boulger plans on a career in pediatric 
emergency room medicine. 

ANA RADOVIC graduated in May 2004 with a B.A. in 
Biology and minors in Russian, Chemistry, and Childhood 
Studies. In the fall of 2005 she will enter the Case Medical 
School M.D./M.P.H. program. Courses in Childhood Studies, 
she says, “provided the ability to study children from various 
scholarly perspectives and gave me a very well-rounded 
background.” In the hospitalized child practicum, one of the last 
classes she took before graduation, she was able to apply what 
she had learned in other Childhood Studies courses to real-life 
interactions with children. Ms. Radovic credits the Childhood 
Studies courses with providing “an excellent foundation,” for 
graduate work in pediatric medical studies. 

ROBERT TOTH graduated in May 2004 with a B.A. in 
Psychology and Sociology and a minor in Childhood Studies. 
He intends to get fi eld experience before resuming his academic 
career. Toth says “I did not choose to pursue Childhood Studies 
- it pursued me,” fi tting very naturally with his coursework in 
psychology and his interests in early childhood learning. 

Recent Graduates In Childhood Studies

SCOPE AND INFLUENCE OF 
CHILDHOOD STUDIES DISCUSSED 
AT MEETING OF INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOLARS  In August 2003, the 
Schubert Center convened a group 
of leading international scholars for a 
three-day working meeting, “Charting 
Future Directions for Childhood Studies: 
Research, Education, and Policy.” 
Fourteen scholars from Britain, Norway, 
France, Spain, Germany, Brazil, and 
the United States met for three days in 
Cleveland’s Severance Hall to engage in 
lively discussions about these issues:

• provocative and challenging questions 
for Childhood Studies in the next 
decade

• strengths and limitations of Childhood 
Studies as an emerging interdisciplinary 
fi eld

• research needed to advance the fi eld of 
Childhood Studies

• child-related policies that could be 
informed by Childhood Studies. 

Th e meeting established new connections 
and solidifi ed existing ones among the 
Schubert Center and other childhood 
studies programs in the United States and 
abroad.  Th e participants are now working 
on a book based on the proceedings of 
this meeting.

CHILDHOOD STUDIES IN BRIEF  
Childhood Studies emphasizes the 
signifi cance of “children” and “childhood” 
as social categories and stresses both 
commonality and diversity in children’s 
experiences within and between 
societies.  Th is fi eld takes children to 
be competent social actors and seeks to 

understand children’s experiences from 
their perspectives, in their voices, and in 
everyday social contexts. 

Childhood Studies is anchored in 
children’s rights; it analyzes the social 
problems of children and childhood, as 
well as how children and childhood are 
construed as social problems. Childhood 
Studies compensates for the still-heavy 
emphasis on psychological factors in the 
fi eld of child development by addressing 
socio-cultural forces and making more 
apparent the social complexities and 
ambiguities of childhood in contemporary 
societies. Th ese emphases also expand 
the range of methods traditionally used 
in studying children, and they are an 
attempt to close the gap between theories 
of childhood and the realities of children’s 
experiences. 

Th e Childhood Studies program in the College 
of Arts and Sciences, created as an undergraduate 
interdisciplinary academic Minor in 2002, continues 
to grow.

Supported by the Schubert Center for Child 
Development, Professors Jill Korbin, Department of 
Anthropology, and Richard Settersten, Department 
of Sociology, direct the program.  Th e Childhood 
Studies program draws on the expertise of faculty 
from various departments across the campus. 

For more information on the Childhood Studies program, visit: 
www.case.edu/artsci/childstudies/.

CHILDHOOD STUDIES PROGRAM 
AT CASE

Childhood Studies

4
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Kristen W. Green Awarded Brisky Fellowship
THE SCHUBERT CENTER AWARDS THE BRISKY FELLOWSHIP IN PSYCHOLOGY, SUPPORTED BY THE CORA UNGER BRISKY ENDOWMENT, 
TO A GRADUATE STUDENT WHOSE RESEARCH RELATES TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT.

The Brisky Fellowship has been awarded to Kristen W. Green, 
fi fth-year Ph.D. student, in Clinical Psychology. Green received 

both her B.A., graduating Cum Laude in 1994, and M.A. (1996) in 
Psychology from Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas. Ms. Green 
entered the doctoral program at Case with extensive clinical experience 
as a school psychologist. During her time at Case, she has co-authored 
thirteen conference papers, nine as fi rst author. She participated as 
co-investigator in the Schubert Center supported research project, 
“Understanding Emotional Processes in Adolescent Psychopathy,” with 
her advisor, Eric Youngstrom, the principal investigator.

Her dissertation, “Screening for Psychopathy in Youth: An 
Investigation of Th ree Measures,” seeks to determine whether any one 
or a combination of three measures of psychopathy in youth can be 
used to screen for young people high in psychopathic traits. Green 
writes, “it is imperative that we learn more about the stability, nature, 
and manifestations of psychopathy during the adolescent years, and 

develop and refi ne age-appropriate 
risk-assessment tools based on this 
knowledge.” Ultimately, she seeks a 
screener that will enable early, rapid and 
cost-eff ective identifi cation of youths high 
in psychopathic traits. 

About her dissertation topic, Green 
says, “the construct of psychopathy 
has long been a fascination for me. As 
I have pursued doctoral training in 
psychology, this fascination has become 
my primary academic research interest 
and career focus.” She would like to conduct cutting-edge research on 
psychopathy in youth and to use her fi ndings to develop, implement, 
and evaluate treatment interventions for troubled young people. 

Forum Debuts Dialogue on Child Policy Issues

On March 22, 2004 the Schubert Center for Child Development 
convened the fi rst in what will be a series of forums between 

Case faculty members and child policy experts from Northeast Ohio.  
Th e forum, Bridging the Gap in Child Research and Policy, is part of 
the Schubert Center’s new Child Policy Initiative. Th e sessions will 
stimulate dialogue between child researchers at Case and the policy and 
professional practice communities in the region. Th e event featured 
short talks by guest speakers known for their expertise in public policy, 
including: 

•  Marcia Egbert, Senior Program Offi  cer for Human Services at the 
George Gund Foundation.  Ms. Egbert has wide experience in 
government and lobbying as Vice President of the National Urban 
Policy Institute and as Government Relations Director for the 
Cuyahoga County Commissioners.

•  John Corlett, Senior Fellow and Director of Public Policy, Center 
for Community Solutions (formerly known as the Federation 
for Community Planning).  Mr. Corlett chairs or co-chairs two 
statewide advocacy groups, Have A Heart Ohio and the Emergency 
Campaign to Protect Ohio’s Future.  Mr. Corlett was director of 
government aff airs and advocacy for the Center for Families and 

Children and was a Health Policy Fellow in Congressman Sherrod 
Brown’s offi  ce.

•  Patrick Kanary, director of the Center for Innovative Practices, an 
initiative of the Ohio Department of Mental Health’s “Coordinating 
Centers of Excellence” program. Mr. Kanary is involved in several 
projects, including multi-systemic therapy for youth and families in 
Stark County.  

Speakers were invited to off er their views on public policy as it relates 
to academic researchers interested in children and childhood. Marcia 
Egbert emphasized the need to include rigorous academic analysis in 
the framing of the public policy agenda.  John Corlett emphasized 
the need for brevity in communicating with policy makers at all levels 
and discussed other challenges, such as the rise of partisanship in 
the current debate over Head Start.  Patrick Kanary suggested that 
academic researchers take advantage of the interest public offi  cials 
and administrators now have in using evidence-based information to 
frame public policy.  He also discussed the need for researchers to use 
strength-based approaches, such as a focus on resiliency; conduct cost-
benefi t analyses; and address dual diagnosis issues, such as strategies to 
simultaneously deal with mental health and substance abuse. 

AS PART OF ITS RECENT EFFORT TO INCREASE THE RELEVANCE AND CONGRUENCE OF CHILD RESEARCH AND CHILD POLICY, THE 
SCHUBERT CENTER IS HOLDING A SERIES OF FORUMS ON CHILD RESEARCH AND POLICY. 

Other News
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2003-04
Mental Health Services
Sarah Horwitz, Ph.D., Professor of Psychiatry

Development of Kangaroo Care Science
Susan Ludington, CNM, Ph.D., FAAN, Professor & Walters Chair of 
Pediatric Nursing, and Gene Anderson, Ph.D., RN, FAAN, Edward J. 
and Louise Mellen Professor of Nursing 

Hunting Chimera: Improving the Detection and Diagnosis of 
Juvenile Bipolar Disorder
Eric Youngstrom, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology

Picturing Greek Childhood
Jennifer Neils, Ph.D., Ruth Coulter Heede Professor of Art History

Risk Factors and Outcomes for Sleep Apnea in Children
Carol L. Rosen, M.D., Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Division 
of Clinical Epidemiology, and Susan Redline, M.D., Professor 
of Pediatrics and Medicine, Chief of the Division of Clinical 
Epidemiology, Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital

2004-05
Methodological Issues in Studying Neighborhood Effects
Claudia Coulton, Ph.D., Lillian F. Harris Professor, Mandel School of 
Applied Social Sciences, Co-Director, Center on Urban Poverty and 
Social Change

ADHD: Could It Simply Be a Case of Language Processing 
Problems?
Elizabeth J. Short, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology

Physical Illness: Lessons Learned
Dennis Drotar, Ph.D., Professor of Pediatrics, Director, Behavioral 
Pediatrics and Psychology

Mothers Under Siege: Refl ections on Research, Policy, and 
Practice with Mothers with Children in Foster Care
Kathleen M. Wells, Ph.D., Professor, Mandel School of Applied Social 
Sciences

An Age Old Challenge in Theory and Practice: Age Integration 
and the Intergenerational School
Dale Dannefer, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology, and Catherine C. 
Whitehouse, Ph.D., Principal-Child Educator, Intergenerational 
School at Fairhill

Changing the Oral Health of Cleveland’s Children
James A. Lalumandier, D.D.S., Associate Professor and Chair, 
Community Dentistry

CASE CONVERSATIONS ON CHILDREN IN RESEARCH AND POLICY, A MONTHLY COLLOQUIA SERIES, IS SPONSORED BY THE 

SCHUBERT CENTER FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND THE CASE CONSORTIUM FOR CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES. 

THIS SERIES IS MEANT TO FOSTER INTERDISCIPLINARY DISCUSSION AND RELATIONSHIPS AMONG CASE STUDENTS, STAFF, 

AND FACULTY INTERESTED IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT.

CASE CONVERSATIONS ON CHILDREN IN RESEARCH AND POLICY

Th e fi rst colloquium of the 2004-05 academic year featured the 
groundbreaking work of Dr. Claudia Coulton, Lillian F. Harris 
Professor and Co-Director of the Center for Urban Poverty and Social 
Change at the Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences. 
Dr. Coulton is one of the nation’s leading experts on neighborhood-
based analyses of poverty and community-based interventions.  
Among her current projects is “Making Connections,” a 10-city study 
funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

Dr. Coulton’s subject was “Methodological Issues in Studying 
Neighborhood Eff ects,” which focused on the challenges and 
recent advances of the ecological approach, emphasizing the 
eff ects of neighborhoods and communities in understanding child 
development. Among the methodological issues she identifi ed were: 

•  Defi ning community boundaries
•  Defi ning community measures
•  Need for multilevel modeling
•  Estimating the counterfactual
•  Assessing geographic and spatial processes

Coulton’s research draws on the Poverty Center’s CANDO 
geocoded information system, which now enables users to sample 
neighborhood indicators on a census-tract level in the 17 counties 
that make up Northeast Ohio. 

Coulton’s presentation was followed by remarks on its policy 
implications from  Judith Simpson, owner of the consulting fi rm 
Transform. Schubert Center Co-Director Jill Korbin noted that 
beginning this year, several of the center’s colloquia will include a 
policy expert to respond to faculty members’ research presentations, 
as part of the center’s Child Policy Initiative to bridge the gap 
between research and public policy (see cover story).

Ms. Simpson applauded this initiative, pointing out that the task of 
transmitting information from researchers to policy makers is not 
an easy one.  Th e formation of public policy is usually driven by 
anecdote or incident (Megan’s Law, for example), by ideology, and 
only rarely by data. Academics and policy makers, Simpson said, 
occupy very diff erent universes, which move at diff erent speeds and 
have diff erent centers of gravity.  Policy makers must look at the 
big picture and act quickly. Th ey are more interested in what to do 
and how to respond to problems, while academics tend to be more 
interested in understanding why problems are happening. 

LINKING NEIGHBORHOOD 
RESEARCH AND POVERTY POLICIES
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CASE CONVERSATIONS ON CHILDREN IN RESEARCH AND POLICY

The Center for Science and Mathematics Education (CSME) 
was established in 1998 to oversee Case’s many outreach 

programs for teachers and students in grades K-12. Based in the 
College of Arts and Sciences, CSME trains teachers and brings 
students to campus for enrichment activities. Th e center also 
provides logistical and recruiting support for these outreach 
programs, working with faculty from all eight schools of the 
University. Having established strong collaborative ties among 
Case, community institutions, and area schools, and having 
developed and implemented many programs for teachers and 
students, CSME has become an 
important liaison between Case 
and the local schools. 

James M. Bader, M.S. has 
served as the director of 
the Center for Science and 
Mathematics Education since 
January 2000. “Often the 
Center is the primary source of 
contact between the university 
and area schools. A person or a 
group has an idea, and they call 
us to help them implement it,” 
he explains. “In fact,” he adds, 
“the Center’s mission could be 
described in terms of the ‘three 
Cs’ -- clearinghouse, coordinator, and catalyst.” 

A second function of the Center is to coordinate the Cleveland 
Math and Science Partnership, a laboratory-based, professional 
development program for high school science and mathematics 
teachers.  Th e Math and Science Partnership was established 
in October 2002, with a $7.5 million grant from the National 
Science Foundation awarded to Case, the Cleveland Municipal 
School District, John Carroll University, and Cleveland State 
University. Participants commit to increase and improve their 
understanding of math and science and to use new teaching 
strategies in their classrooms. 

Two of the Centers’ best-attended and most visible programs are 
the Jason Expedition and the Northeast Ohio Regional Science 
Olympiad. Th e Jason Expedition is a program for middle school 
students and teachers that inspires interest in math and science 

by enabling participants to do virtual and actual earth science 
fi eldwork.  For seven years, Case has been a Primary Interactive 
Network Site (PINS) for the Jason Expedition, providing access 
to the live Jason Expedition broadcasts. In addition, Case joins 
research and conservation institutions, such as NASA and the 
National Geographic Society, by providing faculty and staff  to 
mentor students and train teachers who take part in the Jason 
Expedition. During the 2003 - 2004 school year, 374 teachers 
attended Jason Expedition Professional development sessions.

For four years, Case has been the 
home of the Science Olympiad, 
a science and engineering 
competition for middle and 
high school students.  At the 
February 2004 Olympiad, 
570 students, representing 28 
schools, participated.  Th irty-
six Case faculty, staff , and 
graduate students along with 
170 undergraduate volunteers, 
coordinated the competition. 
Teams from the 2004 Case 
regional fi nished in fi rst, second, 
and third place in two divisions 
at the state competition.  

Th e Center for Science and 
Mathematics Education oversees some of Case’s most direct 
interactions with the community, in an academic area in which 
the need is great and the University can make a signifi cant 
contribution. CSME has established excellent working 
relationships with more than thirty educational and cultural 
institutions in Greater Cleveland as well as hundreds of teachers, 
principals, and administrators throughout northeast Ohio. 
James Bader describes this collaborative relationship between 
the university, schools, and institutions as “one of the most 
rewarding aspects of the program.” 

For more information on Th e Center for Science and Mathematics 
Education contact James M. Bader, M.S., College of Arts and 
Sciences, Case Western Reserve University, 10900 Euclid Avenue, 
Guilford House 412, Cleveland, Ohio 44106-7158, (216) 368-
5075 or on the web at: www.case.edu/artsci/csm.

CASE CONSORTIUM ON CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES

THE SCHUBERT CENTER FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT COORDINATES A CONSORTIUM ON CHILDREN, FAMILIES, 
AND COMMUNITIES, THE PURPOSE OF WHICH IS TO FOSTER INTERDISCIPLINARY RELATIONSHIPS ACROSS 
THE UNIVERSITY. IN EACH NEWSLETTER, WE HIGHLIGHT THE WORK OF GROUPS WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
CONSORTIUM. IN THIS ISSUE, WE INTRODUCE THE CENTER FOR SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS EDUCATION.

Center for Science and Mathematics Education

“Often the Center is  the primary 
source of  contact between the 
univers ity and area schools.  A 

person or a group has an idea, 
and they cal l  us to help them 

implement i t .  In fact,  the Center’s  
miss ion could  be descr ibed 
in terms of  the ‘three Cs’  —

clearinghouse,  coordinator,  and 
catalyst .”
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The Schubert Center for Child Development was pleased to 
host the fi rst in a series of guest-speaker seminars through 

the “Case-Fisk Initiative.” Th is partnership between Case and 
Fisk University (Nashville, Tennessee), begun in 2002, involves 
working together on a variety of academic pursuits. Th ese 
include seminars in which students and faculty from both 
universities examine disparities in health status and healthcare 
related to gender, race, class, politics, and religion in the United 
States and around the world. 

DR SHEILA PETERS talked about “Juvenile Delinquency 
among Girls” on April 14, 2004.  Peters, Associate Professor and 
Psychology Department chair at Fisk, is a nationally recognized 
expert on juvenile delinquency and cultural competence, youth 
development, and juvenile justice programming and planning.

Dr. Peters discussed how girls are generally socialized to value 
relationships, care about others, and engage in pleasing behavior. 
Th is cultural training is at odds with emerging patterns for 

juvenile off enders.  More girls are entering the juvenile justice 
system and at younger ages than ever before.  Although girls still 
account for only 25 percent of all juvenile arrests, the number of 
off enses (including violent crimes) committed by girls has been 
increasing rapidly, in some periods faster than for boys, since the 
late 1980s. Th e U.S. juvenile justice system has failed to catch 
up with this trend. 

Most facilities and programs for juvenile off enders are geared to 
the needs of boys and young men.  Teenage girls have particular 
needs and vulnerabilities, which must be considered in designing 
programs for teenage off enders.  For example, 20 to 30 percent 
of girls in the juvenile justice system are mothers; girls are three 
times more likely than boys to have experienced sexual abuse, a 
risk factor in delinquent behavior. 

Dr. Peters argued for gender-specifi c programs created with an 
understanding of what girls need for healthy development, while 
recognizing the problems they face.   For example, all girls need 

CASE-FISK LECTURE REVEALS TRENDS IN JUVENILE DELINQUENCY AMONG GIRLS

IN OCTOBER 2004, THE SCHUBERT CENTER, THE BAKER-NORD CENTER FOR THE HUMANITIES, AND THE CASE CENTER 

FOR WOMEN CO-SPONSORED A SERIES OF THREE LECTURES ABOUT GIRLS AND GIRLHOOD IN THE UNITED STATES. THE 

LECTURES WERE WELL-ATTENDED AND STUDENTS WERE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONVERSE INFORMALLY OVER A 

MEAL WITH EACH LECTURER.

“TEENAGE GIRLS: A NEW PHENOMENON? A SHORT HISTORY OF 
ADOLESCENT GIRLHOOD IN AMERICA”

Renée Sentilles, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History, Case Western 
Reserve University

Dr. Sentilles covered the history of girlhood 
in America and how expectations of young 
women have been shaped by social and 
economic changes. Girls 12 to 18 years old, 
once considered “young ladies” in training to be 
women, are now defi ned as teenage “girls.”  Dr. 
Sentilles completed her doctorate in American 
Studies at the College of William and Mary.  
At Case, Sentilles teaches courses in American 
history, historiography to 1900, American 
women’s history, and American studies.  Her 
research focus is American women’s history 

and Nineteenth Century cultural expression.  Her book, Performing 
Menken: Adah Isaacs Menken and the Birth of American Celebrity, 

explores Civil War-era America from a cultural perspective. 
Dr. Sentilles’s current project is titled “American Tomboys, 
1830 – 1920.”  

“BODY IMAGE AND DIETING AMONG ADOLESCENT GIRLS”

Mimi Nichter, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Anthropology, 
University of Arizona

Researchers, as well as mainstream media sources report an epidemic 
of dieting among adolescent girls.  At the same time, there is concern 
about increasing rates of obesity among young people in the United 
States. Drawing on ethnographic research with teenage girls, Dr. 
Nichter discussed how girls feel about themselves and their bodies, 
covering body size and social relations between females. She also 
talked about the need for school-based prevention and intervention 
for developing a healthy body image. 

In addition to her appointment in Anthropology, Dr. Nichter also 
holds appointments in the Department of Family Studies and 

GIRLS AND GIRLHOOD

Dr. Sentilles
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NATIONAL CONSORTIUM ON 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND 
PUBLIC POLICY
An affi  liation of university-based child-research 
centers around the United States, the National 
Consortium on Human Development and 
Public Policy was established this year and 
is planning a number of child-policy-related 
projects in the last two years.  Th ese include 
teaching and mentoring; research; and 
translating and disseminating research fi ndings.  
For links to National Consortium member 
websites, go to: www.case.edu/artsci/schubert/
nationalconsortium

Human Development and the College of Public Health. She 
has conducted longitudinal research on 
body image and dieting among adolescent 
girls, smoking as a weight control strategy 
during adolescence, and tobacco use 
among college students.  Her long-term 
fi eldwork is in South Asia, where she has 
studied issues related to women’s health. 
Nichter has also, as a Faculty Scholar with 
the Tobacco Etiology Research Network 
(TERN), designed school-based programs 
for improving girls’ body image, and 
created, carried out, or evaluated school-
based tobacco prevention and cessation 
initiatives.  In 2002, she was awarded the 
Margaret Mead Award from the American 

Anthropological Association for her book, Fat Talk: What Girls 
and their Parents Say About Dieting.       

“WHEN GIRLHOOD ENDS, AND MOTHERHOOD BEGINS: HOW 
CHILDBEARING TRANSFORMS THE LIVES OF YOUNG MOTHERS”

Maria Kefalas, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Sociology St. Joseph’s 
University

Dr. Kefalas talked about notions of mothering and childrearing 
that allow poor women to describe themselves as “good mothers” 

even though middle-class observers may judge them to be “too 
young” and “too poor” to raise children.  Presenting data from a 
study of low-income, single mothers in Philadelphia, Dr. Kefalas 

showed that African-American, 
Hispanic, and Caucasian mothers 
alike attributed positive changes in 
their lives to becoming mothers. 
Th ey regarded their children not as 
obstacles, but as resources – giving 
order and purpose to their lives 
and providing a new and positive 
identity.  

Dr. Kefalas earned her B.A. in 
Economics from Wellesley College 
and completed her doctorate 
in Sociology at the University 
of Chicago.  She worked at the 

Brookings Institution, held a post-doctoral fellowship at the 
University of Pennsylvania, and taught at Barnard College 
before joining the faculty at St. Joseph’s. She is an ethnographer 
interested in culture, class, community, and inequality.  She is 
the author of two books: Working-class Heroes: Protecting Home, 
Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood, and Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood, and Community, and Nation in a Chicago Neighborhood Promises I 
Can Keep: Why Poor Women Put Motherhood Before Marriage. 

love and validation from trustworthy adults, but many girls are 
challenged by abandonment, abuse, and family dysfunction.  

She also suggested that the 
principle of thoughtfully 
developed, gender-specifi c 
programs could help girls 
in a variety of situations. 
To illustrate this, Dr. Peters 
pointed to women’s studies 
programs, which teach girls 
to be proud of their gender, 
develop determination, 
and cultivate self-esteem to 
overcome sexist messages 
they may have received as 
children. 

GIRLS AND GIRLHOOD

Dr. Kefalas

Dr. Nichter

Most faci l i t ies  and 
programs for juveni le 
offenders are geared to 
the needs of  boys and 
young men.  Teenage 
gir ls  have part icular 
needs and vulnerabi l i t ies ,  
which must be considered 
in designing programs for 
teenage offenders.



It takes longer to become an adult these 
days, and the passage to adulthood is 

more ambiguous and complicated than 
in the past, according to a Case Western 
Reserve University sociologist and 
researchers from the MacArthur Research 
Network on Transitions to Adulthood 
and Public Policy.

“Although pinpointing the onset of 
adulthood is not easy, it’s most certainly 
not the magic legal ages of 18 or 21,” 
according to Richard Settersten Jr., 
professor of sociology and co-director of 
the Schubert Center, and co-editor of the 
new book, On the Frontier of Adulthood: 
Th eory, Research and Public Policy

(University of Chicago Press, 2005). 
Settersten, with Frank Furstenberg Jr. 
of the University of Pennsylvania  and 
Rubén Rumbaut of the University 
of California, Irvine, and other 
collaborators, explore this new and often 
misunderstood period of life.

Caught between adolescence and 
adulthood, Settersten and his colleagues  
say young people are navigating a new 
life phase. And to reach adulthood, they 
need greater help getting there from their 
families or other support systems.

“Adulthood no longer begins when 

adolescence ends,” Settersten  said, 
especially where the “big fi ve” traditional 
markers of adulthood are concerned—
leaving home, fi nishing school, starting a 
job, getting married and having children. 
In prior generations, these transitions 
were completed by the mid-20s.

Today, this set of transitions is often not 
completed until well into the early or 
late 30s for many people. And what we 
might think about as a neat “three-box 
model” of life—with education up front, 
work in the middle and retirement or 
leisure at the end—is crumbling.

Th is model of life, the study suggests, 
underlies the organization of many social 
institutions and policies, despite the fact 
that these old scripts of life no longer 
match the realities of the world today or 
how the lives of current generations of 
young people will unfold.

In some ways, the road to adulthood 
now more closely resembles that of 
agricultural times than it does the last 
few decades, where at the turn of the last 
century it took young people a long time 
to reach self-suffi  ciency while working on 
family farms.

Now other social institutions, especially 
educational ones, are aimed at cultivating 
the skills needed to be self-suffi  cient.  
Th e four-year college, in particular, serves 
to “bridge” adolescence and adulthood 
by providing shelter, planned activities,  
health care, adult and peer support, and 
entertainment.

For young people who do not attend 
residential colleges, other institutions  
may serve as important bridges—
community colleges, the military,  
national service and work organizations. 
But these settings, Settersten and his 
colleagues say, need to be “re-architected 
to provide stronger scaff olding for 

vulnerable groups of young people who 
do not have strong family supports in 
place.” Th e Network is now conducting  
several large-scale demonstration projects 
to explore how this can be done.

TRANSITIONING TO 
ADULTHOOD

According to Settersten, one of 
the new hallmarks of successful 
movement through early adulthood 
may be interdependence rather than 
independence.

“A brand new challenge to understanding 
this period is how individuals develop a 
sense of autonomy amidst increasingly 
long periods of dependence on others, 
without strong or clear scripts to guide 
them, and when the institutions are 
based on models of early adulthood 
that no longer refl ect the realities of the 
modern world,” he said.

Because this is a period of “sink or swim” 
for American kids, those who manage 
to swim often do so only because they 

Settersten and Colleagues Find that Becoming an Adult Takes 
Longer These Days

New book On the Frontier of Adulthood: Th eory, Research and Public Policy 

IN EACH NEWSLETTER, WE HIGHLIGHT 
A RECENT PUBLICATION OF A FACULTY 
MEMBER AT CASE THAT RELATES TO 
CHILD OR ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT. 
IN THIS ISSUE, WE INTRODUCE A NEW 
BOOK ON WHICH RICK SETTERSTEN IS 
THE LEAD EDITOR. WE ALSO DESCRIBE 
THE RESEARCH NETWORK FROM
WHICH THIS BOOK IS THE FIRST MAJOR 
PUBLICATION.
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BEECH BROOK RESOURCE DIRECTORY
Beech Brook is a social service agency devoted to the needs of children.  Go to <www.beechbrook.org> and click 
on “Resource Directory” for a listing of parenting resources in northeast Ohio. This resource is provided as a service 
to families. The Schubert Center for Child Development does not evaluate or endorse these programs. For more 
information, please contact the organization directly.

The Children’s Museum of Cleveland
10730 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland
216-791-7114
http://www.clevelandchildrensmuseum.org

Cleveland Botanical Garden
11030 East Boulevard, Cleveland
216-721-1600
http://www.cbgarden.org

The Cleveland Museum of Art
11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland
216-421-7350
www.clevelandart.org

The Cleveland Museum of Natural History
1 Wade Oval Drive, University Circle, Cleveland
216-231-4600
http://www.cmnh.org

The Cleveland Orchestra
11001 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland
216-231-7300
http://www.clevelandorch.com

The Crawford Auto and Aviation Museum
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland
216-721-5722
http://www.wrhs.org/crawford/

The Health Museum of Cleveland
8911 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland
216-231-5010
http://www.healthmuseum.org

Western Reserve Historical Society
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland
216-721-5722
http://www.wrhs.org

Dunham Tavern Museum
6709 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland
216-431-1060
http://www.dunhamtavern.org

Great Lakes Science Center
601 Erieside Avenue, Cleveland
216-694-2000
http://www.greatscience.com

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and Rainforest
3900 Wildlife Way, Cleveland
216-661-6500
http://www.clemetzoo.com

NASA Lewis Visitor Center
21000 Brookpark Road, Cleveland
216-433-2001
http://www.grc.nasa.gov

CLEVELAND

Resources for Parents and Children

UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

receive a great deal of family support or 
have other informal safety nets to prop 
them up as they make their way.

Th e book’s contributors fi nd that sizable 
costs associated with childrearing now 
occur between 18 and 34, in both money 
and time, and that these percentages 
have increased dramatically in the last 
30 years.

“When middle-class families are making 
such tremendous levels of investments in 
their children through their 30s, we must 
especially ask about the fate of young 
people who come from struggling or 
fragmented families that simply cannot 
assist their children in these ways,” 
Settersten says. “Worse still, we must ask 
about the fate of young people who have 
been in the foster care, special education 

or juvenile justice systems and are 
abruptly cut off  from state support when 
they hit ‘eligibility cliff s’ of 18 or 21.” 

For further information on the activities of 
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Research Network on Transitions to 
Adulthood and Public Policy, see 
www.pop.upenn.edu/transad/.
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SCHUBERT CENTER 
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The Schubert Center newsletter 
is published each year. Between 
newsletters, please visit our website at 
www.case.edu/artsci/schubert. 

SCHUBERT CENTER 
MAILING LISTS

If you would like to receive e-mail 
notifi cation of upcoming events, please 
send your e-mail address to schubert-
center@case.edu
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general mailing list, please contact 
schubert-ctr@case.edu or (216)368-
0540.

This newsletter was prepared with the 
writing and copy-editing assistance of 
Meredith Holmes.

THE SCHUBERT CENTER FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT supports multidisciplinary research and 
education on children and childhood at Case Western Reserve University. Initiatives of the Schubert 
Center promote understandings of child development from infancy through adolescence, and in 
local, national, and international contexts.

The Schubert Center for Child Development emphasizes the need to understand how child 
development is:

• shaped by everyday settings, including families, peer and friendship groups, schools, and 
neighborhoods;

• affected by local, national, and international policies;

• conditioned by history and culture; and

• understood within the context of the larger life course.

The primary goals of the Schubert Center for Child Development are to:

• support basic and applied research on children and childhood;

• promote interdisciplinary connections for research and education at Case and in the community; 
and

• disseminate new research fi ndings through conferences, lectures, and the SCCD newsletter and 
website.
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