
  

 

HB 143 from 129th General Assembly (concussion legislation) 

 

Primary Sponsors: Stinziano (D-Columbus), O’Brien (D-Brookfield) 

 

Effective date for YMCAs/youth sports organizations: April 26, 2013 

 Note: Parts of the act are effective on March 27, 2013. 

 

The following is a summary of the new requirements for YMCAs and other youth sports 

organizations, as well as other pertinent information YMCAs will need to comply with the 

new law. 

 

 A “youth sports organization” is a public or nonpublic entity that organizes an athletic 

activity in which the athletes are age 19 or younger and required to pay a fee to 

participate in the athletic activity or whose cost to participate is sponsored by a 

business or nonprofit organization.  The term includes YMCAs.  This summary will 

use these terms interchangeably. 

 

 A youth sports organization is required to provide a concussion and head injury 

information sheet (explained below) to a parent, guardian, or other person having 

care or charge of an individual who wishes to practice for or compete in an athletic 

activity the YMCA organizes. 

 

o The Y must provide the information sheet annually for each sport or athletic 

activity the individual practices or competes. 

 

o The Ohio Department of Health (“ODH”) is required to create the concussion 

and head injury information sheet referenced above, and post it on its 

website.  The act gives ODH 30 days (March 27-April 26) to create this sheet. 

 

 A youth sports organization is required to inform coaches and referees of the 

following requirement: 

 

o The act prohibits a person from acting as a coach or referee for a youth sports 

organization unless the individual holds a pupil-activity program permit or 

presents evidence that the individual successfully completed, within the 

previous three years, a training program in recognizing the symptoms of 

concussions and head injuries that is listed on the ODH’s website. 

 

o A “pupil-activity program” is a free online training program in recognizing and 

evaluating concussions that is linked on ODH’s website that a coach must 

successfully complete every three years. 

 

 If an individual practicing for or competing in an athletic event a youth sports 

organization organizes exhibits signs, symptoms, or behaviors consistent with having 

sustained a concussion or head injury while participating in the practice or 

competition, the individual must be removed from the practice or competition by one 

of the following: 

 

o The individual who is serving as the individual's coach during that practice or 

competition; 

 



  

 

o An individual who is serving as a referee during that practice or competition; 

 

o An official of the youth sports organization who is supervising that practice or 

competition. 

 

 If an individual is removed from practice or competition, the coach, referee, or 

official who removed the individual must not allow the individual, on the same day 

the individual is removed, to return to that practice or competition or to participate 

in any other practice or competition for which the coach, referee, or official is 

responsible. 

 

 After that day, the coach, referee, or official still must not allow the student to return 

to that practice or competition or to participate in any other practice or competition 

for which the coach, referee, or official is responsible until both of the following 

conditions are satisfied: 

 

1. The individual's condition is assessed by either of the following: 

 

a. A physician, who is defined as a person who practices medicine and 

surgery or osteopathic medicine and surgery. 

 

b. Any other licensed health care provider the youth sports 

organization authorizes to assess such individuals. (Explained 

below) 

 

2. The individual receives written clearance that it is safe for the individual to 

return to practice or competition from a physician or another licensed 

health care provider the youth sports organization authorizes. 

 

o A youth sports organization may authorize a licensed health care provider 

who is not a physician to make an assessment or grant a clearance only if 

the provider is acting in accordance with one of the following, as 

applicable to the provider's authority to practice in this state: 

 

 In consultation with a physician; 

 

 Pursuant to the referral of a physician; 

 

 In collaboration with a physician; 

 

 Under the supervision of a physician. 

 

o That health care provider can be paid or be a volunteer. 

 

 A youth sports organization or official, employee, or volunteer of a youth sports 

organization, including a coach or referee, is not liable in damages in a civil action for 

injury, death, or loss to person or property allegedly arising from providing services 

or performing duties under the act, unless the act or omission is willful or wanton 

misconduct. 


