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DISCUSSION FACILITATION GUIDELINES 
 
In USSO280, each student will have responsibility for directing class discussion for one course 
meeting. The following are guidelines and suggestions to help you organize your discussion 
facilitation.  In preparing to facilitate discussion of readings in this course, each student should do 
the following:  
 
First, carefully read the material for which you are responsible, so that you thoroughly understand 
the argument the author is making, the evidence he or she employs to support the argument, and 
the conclusions the author draws.  Second, identify the ways in which the readings for which you 
have responsibility fit with the previous course readings. How are these readings related to the 
preceding days’ discussions?  
 
Third, make a brief list of the major points in the readings, from which you should be able to give 
a brief (no more than 5 minutes) summary of the reading as an introduction to the discussion. 
Remember that everyone else will have read the material, and many will understand it as well as 
you do, providing a good base for discussion.  
 
Finally, make a list of questions concerning the reading. These questions should not be primarily 
concerned with evoking information but should instead focus on relationships among major 
concepts in the reading, the logical (or logical flaws in) construction of the author’s argument, 
and the relationship of the author’s argument to claims by other scholars. The course handout 
“Guidelines for Critical Reading” should prove useful in this process. You will also be well 
served if you order your discussion questions thematically or logically, rather than randomly. 
Discussion possibilities will best be facilitated when the ordering of the questions is consciously 
intended to move the discussion from one point to another (e.g. from the general to the specific). 
Make specific references to the text when a close review or detailed discussion of an author’s 
wording or logic in a key passage seems appropriate.  
 
As discussion facilitator, you will be most successful when you pay close attention to what others 
are saying, to the progress of the discussion, and to opportunities to let the discussion go its own 
way as well as to occasions when you will need to intervene.  
 
Your performance in facilitating discussion accounts for 10 percent of your final grade. You will 
be assessed on your understanding of the assigned material, the level of preparation for the day’s 
discussion, the quality and relevance of the questions you raise, and your ability to evoke and 
direct interesting scholarly discussion of the assigned reading.  
 
If you have questions concerning your discussion facilitation, please make an appointment to 
discuss this with me in my office. 


