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Description:

Within the context of orchiectomy for testicular cancer, these two contrasting narratives both
show how masculinity is tied up in patient behavior.

Both narratives were written for public consumption: one for GQ Style as a “Letter from the
Editor,” one on online testicular cancer support forums. The patients knew their words were
being read by an audience, and felt it necessary to defend their choices in their respective cancer
experiences.

Each of these patients, once aware of the necessity of the loss of the testicle, saw their
masculinity and sense of self more in their behavior than in their body. Being a man was more
about how they acted, rather than how they physically existed.

The two narratives demonstrate how performance of patient behavior — acceptable patient
behavior — is associated with masculinity within the dynamic of surgery.

Stoicism or acquiescence? Self-advocacy or selfishness? Depending on your perspective, both
patients embody different versions of masculinity in their experiences of losing a testicle to
cancer.

Artwork:

Adlai Brandt-Ogman / Adlai Designs / abrandtogman(@icloud.com / @adlai.art

Selected Bibliography:

“Final Update — No Abdominal Cut.” Topic with multiple contributors in Just Diagnosed with
Testicular Cancer — What’s Next? subforum on tc-
cancer.com/testicularcancersociety.org. August 26, 2018 — April 20, 2019. Accessed June
14, 2024. https://forum.testicularcancersociety.org/forum/during-treatment-and-
beyond/just-diagnosed-with-testicular-cancer-what-s-next/314002-final-update-no-
abdominal-cut

“Never Again An Abdominal Cut.” Topic with multiple contributors in Just Diagnosed with
Testicular Cancer — What’s Next? subforum on tc-
cancer.com/testicularcancersociety.org. January 20, 2018 — June 18, 2018. Accessed June


mailto:olivia.weiss@case.edu
mailto:abrandtogman@icloud.com

14, 2024. https://forum.testicularcancersociety.org/forum/during-treatment-and-
beyond/just-diagnosed-with-testicular-cancer-what-s-next/307585-never-again-an-
abdominal-cut

Acardi, John A. “Transscrotal Approach to Testicular Tumors: An Anatomical Approach.”
Journal of Surgical Oncology 57, no. 4 (December 1994): 261-265.

AKki, Fazil Tuncay, Cenk Yiicel Bilen, Mehmet Ilteris Tekin, and Haluk Ozen. “Is Scrotal
Violation Per Se a Risk Factor for Local Relapse and Metastases in Stage |
Nonseminomatous Testicular Cancer?” Urology 56, no. 3 (September 2000): 459-462.

Blandy, John. “Role of Surgery.” Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Supplement 78, no. 6
(1985): 32-34.

Chevassu, Maurice. Tumeurs du Testicule. Paris: G. Steinheil, 1906.

Dean, Archie L. “The Treatment of Teratoid Tumors of the Testis with Radium and the X-Ray.”
The Journal of Urology 13, no. 2 (February 1925): 149-165.

Dean, Archie L. “The Treatment of Teratoid Tumors of the Testis with Radium and the
Roentgen Ray.” The Journal of Urology 21, no. 1 (January 1929): 83-101.

Dean, Archie L. “The Treatment of Testis Tumors.” The Journal of Urology 76, no. 4 (October
1956): 439-446.

Dew, Harold R. Malignant Disease of the Testicle: Its Pathology, Diagnosis, and Treatment.
London: H.K. Lewis & Co. Ltd., 1925.

Giguere, Jeffrey K., Donald M. Stablein, Joseph T. Spaulding, David G. McLeod, David F.
Paulson, and Raymond B. Weiss. “The Clinical Significance of Unconventional
Orchiectomy Approaches in Testicular Cancer: A Report from the Testicular Cancer
Intergroup Study.” The Journal of Urology 139, no. 6 (June 1988): 1225-1228.

Haiken, Elizabeth. “Virtual Virility, or, Does Medicine Make the Man?” Men and Masculinities
2, no. 4 (April 2000): 388-409.

Lanteri, V.J., M. Choudhury, J.E. Pontes, Z. Wajsman, S. Beckley, and G.P. Murphy.
“Treatment of Testicular Tumors Arising in Patients with Previous Inguinal and/or
Scrotal Surgery.” The Journal of Urology 127, no. 1 (January 1982): 58-59.

Lerner, Barron H. When Iliness Goes Public: Celebrity Patients and How We Look at Medicine.
Baltimore MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006.

Osler, William. “Abdominal Tumours Associated with Disease of the Testicle.” The Lancet
(May 25, 1907): 1409-1412.

Wajsman, Zev. “Editorial Comments: John A. Acardi, Transscrotal Approach to Testicular
Tumors: An Anatomical Approach.” Journal of Surgical Oncology 57, no. 4 (December
1994): 265.



Welch, Will. “My Balls and My Word: What I Learned From Eight Days of Testicular Cancer.”
GQ, August 16, 2018. https://www.gq.com/story/will-welch-letter-from-the-editor-fall-
2018. Originally appeared in GQ Style, Fall 2018.



