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Abstract

A number of details are added as a consequence of comments on
the original paper and subsequent events.
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1 Responses to Comments and Events

The 50th anniversary celebration of the Institute for Theoretical Physics in
Leuven was a very special event and I was honored to have my memoir in-
cluded as part of the 2012 program. Professors Frans Cerulus, Antoine Van
Proeyen, and Joseph Indekeu were responsible for facilitating this and pro-
viding feedback on several points. In this way they served as representatives
for present Institute members both active and retired. All of the people that
I mentioned who were at the Institute in 1968-69, but have now moved on,
responded with helpful remarks.

1.1 Brout and Englert

My original manuscript was finished a few weeks before the announcement of
the discovery of the Higgs and a year before the Nobel Prize for the prediction
of this discovery was awarded to François Englert and Peter Higgs. It was
generally understood that if he had not died Robert Brout would have been
the third laureate since he co-authored the paper [1] for which Englert was
cited [2]. My recollection that Brout never mentioned anything about that
paper while I knew him was not contradicted by anyone, but apparently
he was teased about his prior life as a condensed-matter guy interested in
spontaneously broken symmetries.

I am happy that Belgium could lay claim to him, but he was born in
the United States and spoke English with an accent characteristic of one
of the boroughs of New York City. He and my wife, Audrey, who is from
Manhattan, but also speaks French well, got along wonderfully at a dinner
party some time during 1968-69. She always referred to him as a “nice man”
and that he surely was, as well as superb physicist. She was saddened by his
passing, but pleased that he was honored indirectly in 2013. I am too.

1.2 Odon Godart

It was suggested that the “Professor” that I met in the coffee room on June
6, 1969 was most likely Odon Godart. After checking his biography on
Wikipedia I could only come to agree, although it was difficult at first to
imagine how the clean-shaven, young, man in a military uniform depicted
there had evolved into the middle-aged, mustached. slightly portly, Euro-
pean professorial stereotype of a certain era that I met, but eventually I
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could. What fantastic luck to have met him. His life story is almost like
something out of fiction; I could not do it justice in trying to summarize it,
but Frans was up to the task:

I forgot to tell you last time that the old gentleman you met who
predicted the weather on D-day was Professor Odon Godart. He
was a bright student of Lemâıtre and had a fellowship in the
States in 1939-1940. The German invasion in May 1940 cut him
off from his family. He volunteered in the British Royal Air Force
and became a rear gunner in the bombers that flew missions over
Germany. On his last mission his plane was hit, but managed
to reach an English airstrip where it crashed in flames. He was
severely wounded and barely survived. Afterwards, being unfit
for active service, he was versed in the meteorological service of
the RAF and became a meteorologist. One of the five or six
people in charge of determining the best date for the landing in
Normandy. He was Professor of Meteorology in Louvain; his in-
stitute evolved in[to] a world-class institute of climatology under
his student André Berger. He was a most charming man. [July
4, 2012 e-mail from Frans Cerulus]

In reviewing Godart’s biography, supplemented by some remarks of Fran-
cis Halzen, I was reminded that in 1968-69 I did not think about cosmology
at all or about the fact that Georges Lemâıtre was a Professor at Louvain,
that he died in 1966 a couple of years before my arrival, and that I was
certainly unaware that Godart was his assistant before WWII. After the war
the computing environment that Godart set up as part of his organization of
the research program of the Meteorology Department at Louvain was used
by Lemâıtre for calculations in general relativity.

1.3 Peter Minkowski

I did not refer to any specific work by Peter Minkowski in the original
manuscript so I can mention that one of the commentators stated that he
began his work on the celebrated seesaw mechanism [3] for understanding
the light neutrino masses while he was still at Leuven. Despite many con-
versations that I had with Peter directly, or that I overheard, I can’t be sure
whether this was after I left or not, but no matter.
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1.4 Jean Cleymans

Jean Cleymans pointed out to me that I had forgotten his visit in 1972 to
Cleveland. He was driving across the country on his way back to Belgium
after completing a post-doc at SLAC and since his sister was living in Canton,
Ohio, he decided to make a slight detour to visit me at CWRU. I still have
only a flickering memory of his arrival that apparently occurred while I was
in the midst of handling some crisis in the Department. I became Chair in
1971 and the following few years were beset with the consequences of our
oversized Department afflicted with the undersized financial support that I
hinted at in my 2012 document. Even so, I can’t imagine being so impolite
as not to spend some time with Jean after things settled down, but I guess
that I scared him off before I could. Since I spent part of the summer of 1970
at SLAC, its possible that I left the lab just before Jean arrived and we had
missed another opportunity.

1.5 David Speiser

David Speiser died in 2016, fifteen years after his good friend Leslie Foldy
and my former colleague passed away. Both were mentioned in the original
document and both were instrumental in bringing about my stay as a Guest
Professor in 1968-69.

1.6 Marianne Gevaert and Nadine Roloff

In the original document I acknowledged the superb help of the Institute sec-
retarial staff in processing the notes for my lectures on the 3-body scattering
problem, but I could not remember any names. Frans Cerulus has identified
Marianne Gevaert as the person most likely in charge since she was Flemish
and that’s how I remember it. The French-speaking secretary was Nadine
Roloff and I am sure she helped as well since I remember two people. They
also typed up the manuscripts of papers that were subsequently published
in research journals. All of this was done with minimal direction from me,
which may provide me with a weak excuse for not remembering their names.
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1.7 Désiré Bollé

The impending mandatory retirement in 2011 of Désiré Bollé was the stimu-
lus for my putting together of the original 1968-69 document. Therefore, it is
fitting to note that I became Emeritus in July 2015, perhaps not a moment
too soon under our more lenient non-mandatory retirement rules. I should
also mention that Désiré served as Head of Theoretical Physics at Leuven
before his retirement.
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