SONYA PETRAKOVITZ
sonya@case.edu | sonya.petrakovitz@gmail.com
USA: +1 231 920 7049 | WhatsApp & Chile: +56 9 3375 0209

EDUCATION
2017 — Present Doctoral Candidate, Anthropology
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH
2019 Master of Arts, Bioethics & Medical Humanities
Case Western Reserve University, School of Medicine, Cleveland, OH
2017 Master of Arts, Anthropology
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH
2013 Bachelor of Science summa cum laude, Photojournalism
Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, Ml
2010 Bachelor of Arts, Classical History

Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, Ml

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2018 Instructor, Cleveland State University, Department of Criminology, Anthropology, and Sociology —
Course — ANT100: Introduction to Human Diversity

2016 — Present  Teaching Assistant, Case Western Reserve University
Courses — Intro to Social/Cultural Anth; Intro to Medical Anth; Comparative Medical Systems;
Contemporary Theory in Anth; Cross-cultural Perspectives on Gender & Sex; Culture, Behavior, &
Person: Psychological Anthro

2016 Future Faculty Preparation Certification Program, Case Western Reserve University

RELATED WORK EXPERIENCE

2017 — 2018 Culture, Medicine, & Psychiatry Journal, Blog and Social Media Editor

2013 - 2014 Psychiatric Technician, Pediatric Inpatient Units
The Acadia Hospital, 268 Stillwater Ave, Bangor, ME 04401

PUBLICATIONS

2021  American Anthropological Association Photo Contest Winner — photo of fieldwork research to be included
in the 2022 AAA Calendar

2018 Hamler, T.C., V.J. Miller, S. Petrakovitz. Chronic Kidney Disease and Older African American Adults: How
Embodiment Influences Self-Management. Geriatrics 3(52), Special Issue.

IN PROGRESS:
2022  S. Petrakovitz. “Informe de investigacion comunitaria [Community research report]” Rapa Nui Journal.

2022  S. Petrakovitz and Hamler, T.C. “Social Determinants of Noncompliance: Towards New Differentiations of
Patient Noncompliance Labels.” Intended for: “Sounding Board” in the New England Journal of Medicine.

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS

2020 SMA COVID-19 Emergency Grant, Society for Medical Anthropology COVID-19 Emergency Grant Fund
2018 The Social Justice Institute Graduate Research Fellowship, Social Justice Institute, CWRU

2017 Medical Humanities and Social Medicine Research Grant, Dept of Bioethics, CWRU School of Medicine
2017 The Eva L. Pancoast Memorial Fellowship, School of Graduate Studies, CWRU

2017  The Gil Kushner Memorial Travel Award, Society for Applied Anthropology, Annual Meeting



2017

2017

2013
2013

The Medicine, Society, and Culture Travel Grant, Medical Humanities & Social Medicine Initiative, CWRU
School of Medicine

National Science Foundation Society for Psychological Anthropology Travel Award, Society for
Psychological Anthropology Professional Development Workshop Travel Grant

Outstanding Senior in Journalism, Central Michigan University, Dept of Communications
Suzanne Nichols Endowed Scholarship, Central Michigan University, Dept of Communications

PAPERS & PRESENTATIONS

2019 Rapamycin & Rapa Nui. Presentation for the Hanga Roa Hospital for visiting physicians and researchers
from the Mayo Clinic; Hanga Roa, Rapa Nui, Chile

2018 Ancestral Medicine and Identity in Neo-Colonial, Commodified Rapa Nui. Paper in panel presentation for
“Beyond Empathy: Critical Perspectives on Medicine, Society, and Culture Symposium”; co-sponsored by
the Program in Medicine, Society, and Culture and Dept of Bioethics, Cleveland Museum of Art, & the
Baker-Nord Center for the Humanities; Cleveland, OH

2018 Comparative Medical Systems in Easter Island. Research Presentation for the Graduate Society in Medical
Humanities, CWRU

2018 Sustaining an Ancestral Medicine: Anthropological and Bioethical Arguments for Exclusivity and Identity
on Rapa Nui. Paper presentation at the Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Meeting, Philadelphia

2017  Cultural Persistence and Traditional Medicine: Commaodification and Economic Dependence as a Threat to
Identity and Self-Determination on Rapa Nui. Paper presentation at American Anthropological Association
Annual Meeting, Washington D.C.

2017  Tourism, Politics, and Medicine: How Island Complexities Shape Identity and Meaning on Rapa Nui. Poster
session presented at Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Meeting, Santa Fe

2017  Anderson-Fye, E., J. Balacko, A. Cemballi, T. Hamler, M. McKenny, S. Petrakovitz, N. Rupani. The Role
of Psychological Anthropology in Medical Humanities and Social Medicine Education. Poster session
presented at Society for Psychological Anthropology Biennial Meeting, New Orleans

ENGAGEMENT

2020 Event Organizer, “Quarantined in Rapa Nui: Photo Contest and Raffle,” Hanga Roa, Rapa Nui, Chile.

Public event organized to collect, share, and archive the experiences of the Rapa Nui community during
the first four months of the global COVID-19 pandemic. Available at; CuarentenaEnRapaNui.com

2015 — Present  Graduate Discourse, CWRU Anthropology Graduate Student Government

2016
2016
2016

Positions — 2018-2019 Administrative Chair 2017-2018 Librarian & Journal Chair
2016-2017 Social Chair 2015-2016 Graduate Council Representative

Graduate Council for the Arts & Sciences Senator, CWRU Graduate Student Government
Social Media Editor, Dittrick Museum of Medical History, Cleveland, OH
Volunteer Judge, National Undergraduate Bioethics Bowl & Conference, CWRU

MEMBERSHIPS

American Anthropological Association

Easter Island Foundation

Society for Applied Anthropology

Society for Medical Anthropology

Society for Psychological Anthropology

Global Health Journal Club, CWRU Graduate Student Reading Group
Consortium for Health, Humanities & Social Medicine of Northeast Ohio
Graduate Society of Medical Humanities, Case Western Reserve University
Lambda Alpha, National Honor Society for Anthropology


https://cuarentenaenrapanui.com/

