
Writing the first letter in decades 
to alumni and friends of the 
English Department at Case 
Western Reserve is a daunting 
rhetorical task. Why now? What 
particular claims do we have on 
people’s attention? To explain 
properly, it’s best to begin at the 
beginning.

It began in late summer 2007. Some of us who were hired 
in the 1970s and are still around remembered the old 
Sherry Hours, and the poets and speakers who visited and 
read here in the heyday of Bob Wallace and Bits Press—
John Updike, Allen Ginsberg, Mary Oliver. Hoping to 
make current students and faculty more aware of the 
department’s history and some of its great traditions, we 
held a “First Annual Alumni Poetry Reading” in October 
2007. Bonnie Jacobson (BA ’81), Al Cahen (MA ’69), and 
P. K. Saha read to a standing-room-only crowd in Guilford 
Parlor and brought down the house.

Encouraged by the success of the reading, we decided 
to make a major effort to reach out to a bigger circle of 
friends. In March 2008, we invited area alumni to a recep-
tion at the University’s new Alumni House at which we 
celebrated important books recently published by profes-
sors Gup, Koenigsberger, Marling, Spadoni, and Umrigar. 
Attendance was again encouraging, and talking with the 
Cleveland-area alumni who attended was instructive. After 
greeting old friends I hadn’t seen in years, I made a point 
of introducing myself to a gentleman I didn’t recognize. 
He was an alumnus from the 1940s. I asked, Did he know  
anybody present? No, he didn’t. After a few more minutes, 
I asked him why he’d come. With a hint of a smile he said, 
“I just wanted to see what was going on in the department 
after all this time.” I came away convinced there are a lot of 
people out there like him.

More than anything, then, the object of this letter is to 
begin a process of reaching out to our alumni—in the im-
mediate area or wherever they may be—and letting them 
know what’s going on in the department. 

We think it is an especially good time to do so. The major 
is thriving, and the graduate program is strong. Our fac-
ulty are publishing significant books, scholarly, fictional, 
and nonfictional. They continue to be nominated for major 
teaching and mentoring awards. Our efforts to launch an 
innovative Center for the Study of Writing have had initial 
success in attracting support, as has our work to grow the 
Salomon Fund, which provides vital support to graduate 
students. The newer faculty who have joined us in the past 
few years have added depth and vibrancy to our programs. 
We have just hired a specialist in early modern literature 
(who can teach Spenser, Shakespeare, and Milton) and a 
specialist in rhetoric—digital and visual as well as tradi-
tional. In short, we’re on something of a roll. 

We feel we learned something this year, too. We learned— 
or were reminded—of the importance of the department’s 
past and the many ways in which increased contact with 
the traditions, events, and people that are the department’s 
history and legacy can enrich our lives and programs in the 
present. At the same time, we learned that such contact can 
enrich the lives of our alumni.

So get ready—this is just the beginning. We want to keep 
you informed about what we’re doing. We plan to have 
more events like the ones this year. We hope that many of 
you can attend, and we’ll seek your support for exciting 
new programs.

What was it somebody or other said: “Only connect”? I 
couldn’t have put it better myself.

Sincerely,

William R. Siebenschuh, Chair

Friends of English 
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Former undergrads will remember 
Roger Salomon as the man who 
introduced them to the intricacies of 
James Joyce or the wonders of modern 
American literature. Graduate alumni 
may have sharper, deeper memories. 
For years and years Roger interviewed 
every applicant to the graduate program 
who could travel to Cleveland, and his 
judgment on their achievements and 
promise was unerring.  

Not that he let you off easily, for he 
legendarily refused to accept work he 
regarded as unfinished or unpolished. 
Remember the “incompletes” he 
insisted on at the end of the semester, 
to give you time to continue revising 
your seminar paper until it met his 
standards? How could you forget, for 
once you finished your coursework, he 
was the one you sought out as a mentor. 
No one directed more dissertations than 
Roger did in the last decades of the 20th 
century. 

You may also recall the many times 
Roger and his wife Betty opened their 
home for holiday parties, receptions for 
visiting writers and scholars, and events 
devoted to the other arts (painting and 
dance especially) that they supported. 

Well, Roger retired some years 
back, leaving others of us to initiate 
students in Joyce and vet grad student 
applications, but he and Betty remain 
involved in the life of the department.  
As the accompanying photo attests, 
they continue to host the annual 
Christmas party with unchanged grace 
and generosity.

Meanwhile, the generosity of 
our alumni seeded a dissertation 
fellowship in Roger’s name, which 
has been helping to support worthy 
graduate students since 2003. This 
year the department decided to use 
the remaining funds to establish a 
permanent endowment. We hope that 
if you are thinking of donating to the 
University, you will consider helping 
us grow the Salomon Dissertation 
Fellowship fund.

Salomon Dissertation Fellowship

Department Faculty
Kimberly Emmons, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Rhetoric and composition; medical 
rhetoric

Christopher Flint, PhD 
Associate Professor
Eighteenth-century British litera-
ture; history of the novel

T. Kenny Fountain, PhD
Assistant Professor
Scientific and technical communi-
cation; visual rhetoric

Jessica Gerard, PhD
Lecturer and Coordinator of ESL 
and Literacy Programs
Second-language writing; literacy 
studies; applied linguistics

Sarah Gridley, MFA
Lecturer and Poet in 
Residence

Mary Grimm, MFA 
Associate Professor
Fiction writing

Ted Gup, JD
Shirley Wormser Professor
Journalism

Megan Jewell, PhD
Lecturer and Director of the Writ-
ing Resource Center
Nineteenth-century American 
literature; poetics

Kurt Koenigsberger, PhD
Associate Professor & 
Director of Composition
Twentieth-century 
British literature; postcolonial 
literature

James Kuzner, PhD
Assistant Professor
Renaissance literature; 
Shakespeare

William Marling, PhD
Professor
American literature; 
modernism

Todd Oakley, PhD
Associate Professor
Linguistics

Judith Oster, PhD 
Professor
American literature; English as a 
second language

William Siebenschuh, PhD 
Professor and Chair
Eighteenth-century British litera-
ture; auto/biography

Robert Spadoni, PhD
Assistant Professor
Film

Gary Stonum, PhD 
Ovatt Professor
American literature; literary theory

Thrity Umrigar, PhD 
Associate Professor
Journalism; fiction writing

Athena Vrettos, PhD 
Associate Professor and Graduate 
Director
Victorian literature; history of 
medicine

Martha Woodmansee, PhD 
Professor of English and Law
Eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
literature; intellectual property law

Betty and Roger Salomon

For information about giving to 
the Salomon Fund or other English   
department programs, please con-
tact Harriet Wadsworth in the Arts 
and Sciences development office.

Email: harriet.wadsworth@case.edu
Phone: (216) 368-6243 or 
(800) 360-5308



A New Center for the Study of Writing
After several years of discussion and planning, the 
department has established a Center for the Study of Writing 
(CSW). Centers can be useful, Martha Woodmansee 
explains, because they cut across departments, drawing 
university-wide attention and resources to big issues that 
affect all of us. 

“Writing is an issue of this kind if there ever was one,” 
Woodmansee says. Press coverage of the “literacy crisis” has 
put writing at the center of public debate. There is growing 
recognition of its centrality to research and teaching in every 
discipline—to knowledge production generally. But English, 

Woodmansee adds, “is the only discipline that makes writing 
an object of inquiry in its own right. The Center will draw 
attention to our unique contribution.” 

For too long, Woodmansee says, “English faculty in the 
U.S. have emphasized what divides them. They think 
of themselves as doing criticism and literary history, or 
composition, or creative writing. But our department wants 
to foreground and capitalize on what unites us.” The CSW 
is grounded on the conviction that “whatever our individual 
focuses may be, we all study and teach writing.” The Center 
will foster the study of writing in all of its aspects, including 
its material basis—its diverse technologies, sites, and 
economies; its conventions, forms, and pedagogies; and its 
practices and uses, both contemporary and historical. 

The CSW is being structured to serve three distinct but 
interrelated functions at the University: to facilitate the 
development of exciting new courses and curricula, to support 
ongoing and new research by resident and visiting students 
and scholars, and to provide an array of practical writing and 

publishing support services to the University and University 
Circle communities. These three functions are integrally 
related, Woodmansee explained, “yet no university that we 
know of has thought to try to wed them. By combining 
the advantages of a major research center with a robust 
curriculum and support of the University community’s real 
writing and publishing activities, we anticipate that the CSW 
will distinguish us nationally.” 

The CSW initiative is already resonating across campus, 
Woodmansee reported. “We’re especially encouraged by the 
support we’re finding among our alums.” Generous gifts from 
Marilyn McCulloch (FSM ’50) and from Edward S. Sadar, 
M.D. (ADL ’64, SOM ’68) and Melinda Melton Sadar 
(FSM ’66) will support exciting new programming in the 
coming academic year. 

Melinda attended Flora Stone Mather College, as did her 
three sisters, Maurya Melton Smith, Emily Melton Chabel, 
and Brigid Melton Sullivan (professional name) Lopez. 
The Sadars’ donation to the CSW recognizes their mother, 
Jessica Sheldon Melton, who worked in the Center for 
Documentation and Communication Research at Western 

Reserve University from the late 1950s into the late 1960s. 
Details of the programming these donors are sponsoring may 
be viewed on the CSW website (www.case.edu/artsci/engl/
writing/csw/index.html). 

“We’ve an ambitious agenda that we’re very excited about,” 
Woodmansee says. “The department is really hopeful that 
more of our alums will get on board.” 

 

Melinda and Edward Sadar

Marilyn McCulloch



Long ago and in a galaxy far, far away, not only was there no 
annual science-fiction marathon in Strosacker, there wasn’t 
even a venue for showing movies on campus. 
Enter the CWRU Film Society, founded 
in 1970, at a time when movies were just 
beginning to attract academic respectability, at 
least in a few places. 

At the same time, Lou Giannetti had just 
arrived at Case Western Reserve from Emory 
University, where the powers that be had 
frowned on his interest in cinema:  they 
wanted him to teach respectable literary 
stuff, like 18th century drama. Lou was a 
young man, unknown to the wider world 
and still two years away from publishing his 
groundbreaking textbook Understanding Movies, now in its 
11th edition. But he eagerly advised the Society regarding 
foreign and art films to add to the weekly schedule of popular 
movies.   

In those years, before the advent of home video, and before 
the founding of the Cleveland Cinematheque, the Film 
Society sold out show after show to a student population 
hungry for entertainment. To comparably eager audiences 
it screened movies from then obscure directors like Fellini, 
Truffaut, and (Lou’s favorite) Godard, not to mention the 
first outpourings of the New Hollywood of the 1970s:  
Spielberg, Lucas, Coppola, and so on. For a few years, the 

Film Society even sponsored a semi-scholarly newsletter about 
movies, a sort of forerunner of current movie-buff blogs. Lou 

remembers: “It was the height of the sexual 
revolution, and the curricular revolution. It 
was an exciting time to be exposing students to 
important films.” 

The Society was profitable enough in those 
days to offer a Sunday afternoon film series 
free to the public. Lou fondly recalls the 
Society’s early members: “Jonathan Forman 
(BA ’75) came in as an architecture student, 
took one of my film courses, and fell in 
love with the medium. He showed great 
entrepreneurial talent, and really helped to 
expand and build up the organization.” 

Inspired by his experiences at CWRU, Forman went on 
to found the Cleveland Film Society, which continues to 
host the Cleveland International Film Festival today. He 
also runs a chain of successful area movie theaters. Other 
early members include David Wittkowsky (BS ’85), whom 
Forman later hired to take over the Cleveland Film Festival, 
and Stefan Czapsky (BA ’73), who went on to become the 
cinematographer for such films as The Thin Blue Line, Edward 
Scissorhands, and Blades of Glory. Lou says, “I’m immensely 
proud of those guys, of their exceptional productivity.”

Film Studies at CWRU

Ginny Chestek (PhD ’96) has been making the morning 
show circuit with her Quick Guide to Good Kids, which 
she published last year under her maiden name, Virginia 
Bentz (which she has, incidentally, also readopted in 
real life). In her book, Ginny identifies the ten most 
important things parents can do to help their children 
grow into happy and successful young adults. Her website 
(www.quickguidetogoodkids.com/tips.php) gives some of 
the details.

Unbeknownst to her advisor, Bill Marling, Ginny did 
the research for Good Kids while she was taking graduate 
courses and writing her dissertation on Walt Whitman 
and the painter John Sloane. Throughout this period, her  

primary responsibility remained the two children she was 
raising in Erie, Pennsylvania. Quite a commute.

When she is not promoting her book, Ginny works at 
an Erie Borders. One of her favorite things about the job 
is her weekly appearance as “Miss Ginny” in Kids Story 
Time. If the future does not hold a permanent place for 
her among the “parenting experts” presently in such great 
talk show demand, Ginny says that she would like to 
try her hand next at a fictional treatment of the human 
displacements caused by World War II. And yes, her kids 
have turned out very well. Both, incidentally, went to 
CWRU.

Life After Case Western Reserve 

Lou Giannetti



First Annual Alumni Poetry Reading

Time, 1989, and In Joanna’s House, 1998) and Al Cahen 
(50 Syl labic Son nets, 2004) delighted attendees both with 
their poems and with their stories about the encouragement 
and inspiration our program gave them. P. K. Saha, author 
of Blue Magic and other collections of verse, Professor 
Emeritus of English, and multiple Wittke Teaching Award 
winner, anchored the reading.

It was a huge success. Mary Grimm, one of our fiction 
writers and Director of Undergraduate Studies, talked 
with the students in her creative writing class the morning 
after. Most had attended the reading and said they liked 
the poetry but perhaps even more the stories about the 
department in those years. 

We believe it is important that our students today get a 
concrete sense that they are part of a great departmental 
tradition. Encouraged by the success of this first Alumni 
Poetry Reading, we look forward to many more to come.

Question: What do John Updike, John Ciardi, Howard 
Nemerov, X. J. Kennedy, Marge Piercy, Gavin Ewart, 
Richard Armour, Ned Pastor, Peter De Vries, and W. 
D. Snodgrass have in common? Answer: they were all 
published in Light Year, the annual of light verse and 
funny poems edited by Robert Wallace, poet, creative 
writing guru, and Professor of English at Case Western 
Reserve until his death in 1999.

The mid-1970s through the 1980s were golden years for 
poetry here. John Updike, Richmond Lattimore, Mary 
Oliver, Richard Wilbur, Allen Ginsberg, and many others 
read their poems. (Mary Oliver was Mather Visiting 
Professor and Poet in Residence in the mid 1980s.) In the 
mid 1970s, Bob Wallace began printing Bits, a journal 
of short poems, on a tabletop letterpress. In 1976 he 
bought a much larger press and began publishing poetry 
in chapbooks, and eventually Light Year, a clothbound 
series appeared annually from 1985 to 1989. Between the 
chapbooks and Light Year, Bits Press published hundreds 
of established and soon-to-be established poets, some of 
them students at Western Reserve. And in those years 
Bob frequently offered a course in which undergraduate 
students learned to print and publish poetry as well as 
write it.

On November 15, 2007, the department tried to conjure 
up some of that old magic and forge new links between 
the richness of programs past and our students, faculty, 
and friends in the present. Three poets from our program 
in the Wallace years read to a standing-room-only 
audience in Guilford Parlor. Bonnie Jacobson (Stopping for 

From left: Ginger and P. K. Saha, Bill Siebenschuh, 
Bonnie Jacobson, and Al Cahen

In spring 2007, eighteen first-year students in Ted Gup’s 
SAGES First Seminar set out for a most unusual field 
trip. The focus was secrecy in the nation’s capital. Events 
included two private briefings: one by senior investigators 
for the House Committee on Government Reform, and 
one by an expert from the Joint Military Intelligence 
College. Students also spoke with a former covert CIA 
operative and with Pulitzer-Prize winner Sari Hurwitz, 
an investigative reporter for the Washington Post. Ted’s 
latest book, Nation of Secrets: The Threat to Democracy 
and the American Way of Life, won the prestigious 
Goldsmith Book Prize from Harvard University’s Joan 
Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public 
Policy earlier this year.



In the early 1980s, long before 
the Baker-Nord Center for the 
Humanities arose to establish the 
university’s annual and suitably 
dignified celebration of the humanities 
and arts, there were only Engineers 
Week and Greek Week. The engineers 
dropped eggs. The Greeks worked 
strenuously not to drop an “r” or 
maybe a “rho” and thus be mistaken 
for Geeks.

Meanwhile, a hardy band of undergraduate English majors, 
minors, and wannabes gathered in the Guilford Lounge on 
Thursdays, munched lunch, and plotted revenge against the 
university’s image as home of the nerds. Max Thomas (BA 
’88, MA ’89, JD ’03), Dave Fagan (BA ’88), Rebecca Cline 
Fletcher (BA/MA ’88), and others too numerous to name (or 
for your addled, aging reporter to recall) decided to revive 
and (dis)honor tweediness, the already fading image of a 
devotee of the humanities as a pipe-smoking, tweed-wearing 
pontificator upon Pope and Poe.

Thus was born Tweed Week, anchored by a series of 
competitions honoring the solemnity and magnificence of 
literary study and concluding with a ballroom celebration 
worthy of Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy. (We danced in a 
cafeteria basement to the Talking Heads video of Stop 
Making Sense.)

Among the Olympian contests there was Catcher of the Rye, 
in which loaves of rye bread were tossed to the ephebes from 

such heights as the Guilford balcony. 
There was Hoopla Hart, in which hula 
hoops were hurled over the bronze 
statue of Hart Crane (then still in front 
of the not-yet-demolished Freiberger 
Library), hurlings judged for style and 
distance. There was the Book Swim 
in Veale, in which contestants were 
to swim a length of the pool holding 
and keeping dry a copy of Moby Dick. 
(Well, there was supposed to be a book 

swim. But the first year, only sniggering spectators showed 
up, no contestants. So that event got canceled.)

Best or at least most libelous of all, there was the contest in 
which students imitated the lecturing styles of prominent 
faculty members, the winner judged by the length of the 
applause and the decibel count of the laughter. A certain 
Kantian philosophy professor has never been so devastatingly 
mimicked as by a certain former English major now 
practicing law somewhere in flyover country. Professor Lee 
Abbott was similarly victimized, but then he was there to 
watch himself mocked.

All of this got captured on videotape, by the way, and some 
of you who weren’t there in 1986 and 1987 may have seen 
Tweed Week on VHS. We used to show the tape at recruiting 
events. The tape has disappeared, however, and a hefty 
reward is offered for its return. 

Before There Was Humanities Week . . .

One of the lesser known factoids of literary history is 
CWRU’s connection to Emily Dickinson. Her grandfather, 
Samuel Fowler Dickinson, was in old age briefly the treasurer 
of Western Reserve College. Indeed, he died in office and was 
buried on the campus, then located in Hudson and still the 
site of Western Reserve Academy. After the death of Samuel’s 
son (Emily’s dad, who had fallen out with Samuel over 
financial reverses associated with the founding of Amherst 
College), the family had the body exhumed and reburied in 
Massachusetts.

The connection to Dickinson was revived for several years 
when The Emily Dickinson Journal, the official organ of the 
Emily Dickinson International Society, moved to the English 
department in 1999.  Gary Lee Stonum edited the journal 
for the next five years, aided by a number of able assistants 
and managing editors:  Carrie Shanafelt (BA ’01, MA ’03), 
Brad Ricca (PhD ’03), and Elizabeth Hayes (BA ’78). During 
his tenure, he and his staff published such luminaries as Al 
Habegger, Marjorie Perloff, and former Mather Professor 
Suzanne Juhasz.

The Dickinson Connection



Cleveland Area Alums Kick Off Friends of English
Cleveland area alums gathered on March 6 at the 
University’s new Alumni House to reconnect with 
classmates and toast a banner research year in English: 
2006-07 saw the publication of five books by department 
faculty:

Ted Gup, Nation of Secrets: The Threat to 
Democracy and the American Way of Life 
(Doubleday); 

Kurt Koenigsberger, The Novel and the 
Menagerie: Totality, Englishness, and Empire 
(Ohio State University Press); 

William Marling, How “American” Is 
Globalization? (Johns Hopkins University 
Press); 

Rob Spadoni, Uncanny Bodies: The Coming 
of Sound Film and the Origins of the Horror 
Genre (University of California Press); 

Thrity Umrigar, If Today Be Sweet (Harper 
Collins).

As spirit(s) flowed, several alums remarked, “We should 
be doing this more often,” and the idea was hatched to 
develop an alumni group, Friends of English, to sponsor 
more such events and to reach out to alums across the 
country. Shelley Costa Bloomfield (PhD ’83) agreed to get 
the ball rolling, and she’s announced an initial planning 
event, June 21, at the Pink Pig.

“The faculty are very excited about this new initiative,” 
Shelley says, “and to support it, Bill Marling is creating 
a dedicated alumni website for us, friendsofenglish.org, 
which will go online June 1, 2008.” The site will feature 
department news, announcements of events, and updates 
on alumni activities. 

“So, if there is news in your life, do please send it to us 
at friendsofenglish@gmail.com for posting. Bill is also 
linking the site to Amazon.com, so that if you order your 
books through this link, we will get a small commission 
that we can use to fund department and alumni 
activities.”

Please join us to explore ways to grow our English 
faculty/student/alumni community. Events in 
’08-’09 will include:

Alumni Readings

Life in Progress—faculty-led discussion 
of topics of general interest

Reality Show—alumni-led get-togethers 
with students to share stories, advice, 
and tips about the job scene for English 
majors

And More—come with your ideas.

The initial planning event will be held on

Saturday, June 21, 2008 (rain or shine) 
The Pink Pig, Squire Valleevue Farm 
12:30-3:30 p.m.

37125 Fairmount Blvd., Hunting Valley, OH  44022
(3/4 mi. east of Rt. 91, S.O.M. Center Rd.)

Bring your lunch. We’ll provide drinks and dessert.

If you plan to join us, RSVP to Shelley Bloomfield 
at s_bloomfield@sbcglobal.net.

From left: Thrity Umrigar, Ted Gup, and 
Charles Michener



The Journalist’s Apprentices

Department of English
Guilford House
Case Western Reserve University
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH  44106

to invite four additional distinguished writers to campus 
to meet with students and deliver public talks. “If it was 
humbling to spend a semester in apprenticeship to Charles 
Michener,” one student participant commented, “it was, 
well, over the top to find ourselves ‘defending’ our drafts in 
the workshops led by Alex Ross, Jane Kramer, Ian Frazier, 
and Gay Talese.” 

Charles Michener, a longtime writer and editor at The 
New Yorker and a native Clevelander, offered a once-in-a-
lifetime seminar this semester for undergrad and grad majors 
contemplating careers in journalism. 

“Few cities can boast of the density of cultural opportunities 
available to Clevelanders in University Circle,” Michener 
said, so he decided to put the Circle at the center of the 
seminar. Students selected some facet of life in the Circle that 
interested them especially and spent the semester researching 
and writing about it, learning the journalism trade from the 
ground up. Class meetings were devoted primarily to work-
shopping their evolving stories, with tough grilling from 
Michener. 

“I would like to see the stories into publication in a journal, 
The Circle, that circulates on campus and in the surrounding 
institutions and shops,” Michener said. “So my writers really 
have to “draw readers in.”

The seminar was funded by Norman Wain, a longtime 
benefactor of the College, whose generosity enabled Michener 

Writer Ian Frazier (in cap) visiting Charles Michener’s seminar.

For their help with the production of this newsletter, 
we would like to give special thanks to 

Harriet Wadsworth, Arthur Evenchik, and Vera Tobin.


