
In 2013, Case Western Reserve University and the 

Cleveland Museum of Art relaunched their collaborative 

Doctoral Program in Art History. The program offers 

students an immersive academic experience that is 

unique among art history programs in the United States. 

Funded through a generous grant from the Andrew W. 

Mellon Foundation, the re-envisioned doctoral program 

is distinctive in its emphasis on an object-based 

curriculum that incorporates the study of art history and 

art museum practice, cross-disciplinary opportunities 

with other departments and schools at Case Western 

Reserve University, and extensive museum experience 

to prepare students for careers in museum curation, 

interpretation, and education, and college or university 

teaching.

The object-grounded approach to the study of art history, 

based on the encyclopedic collections of the Cleveland 

Museum of Art, affords the vital opportunity to fuse 

the varied practices of the discipline pursued within the 

museum and academe. Through study rooted in careful 

examination of the specific attributes and histories of 

individual works of art, students contribute to a broader 

cultural and theoretical discourse. The innovative CWRU-

CMA doctoral program in art history trains flexible and 

creative professionals who have the intellectual and 

practical preparation to achieve excellence in museum 

and academic careers.

The program is highly selective, object-oriented in all 

phases of work, and accelerated in pace. Three entering 

doctoral students will be awarded a five-year package of 

$25,000 stipend and full tuition.

Doctoral Program in Art History

Program Highlights
Highly selective: Up to three fully funded doctoral 
students enrolled per year 

Extensive financial aid: Full tuition support plus $25,000 
per year stipend

Unique collaborative approach combining resources of 
world-renowned Case Western Reserve University and 
Cleveland Museum of Art, neighbors in University Circle

Access to the permanent collection at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art

Extensive resources including the CMA Ingalls Library, the 
third-largest art research library in the United States, as 
well as the Case Western Reserve Kelvin Smith Library 

and Cleveland Institute of Art library

Case Western Reserve University     Cleveland Museum of Art



Program Schedule
The Doctoral Program in 

Art History begins with two 

foundation courses that reflect 

the program’s commitment to 

rigorous art historical training, 

encompassing both study of 

individual works of art and 

theoretically informed analysis. 

The curriculum includes 

collection-based seminars 

devoted to planning and 

researching exhibitions and 

digital projects at CMA based 

on its permanent collections. 

Through course work and 

internships, students will be 

engaged in all facets of museum work, including exhibition, interpretation 

and acquisition-related research.  

Year One   
Foundation courses: 

Fall semester course in methodologies of art history

Spring semester course in materials, methods, and physical 

examination of art works. 

Plus four seminars and lecture courses.

Years One and Two  
Additional lecture and seminar courses in the student’s specific field of 

interest, as well as electives in other art historical fields, connoisseurship, 

history and theory of museums, collecting practices, and histories of the 

art market. Up to one course a year may be taken in another department 

in the College of Arts and Sciences or the School of Law.

Year Three  
Qualifying examination

Yearlong half-time internship at Cleveland Museum of Art

Years Four and Five  
Presentation of dissertation prospectus, dissertation research, and writing

Graduate students are exposed to both traditional 

and newer, theoretically-based art historical 

approaches in classes taught by faculty renowned 

for their expertise in a diversity of fields, all of 

whom maintain an object-oriented approach to 

teaching and research. CMA curators and museum 

educators who hold adjunct faculty positions 

also teach courses for the program individually 

or collaboratively with CWRU faculty. Classes are 

typically held at the Cleveland Museum of Art, 

where courses regularly draw on the permanent 

collections and a rotating schedule of exhibitions 

for instruction and research projects. Graduate 

students have access to the full array of resources 

and services offered by the museum’s Ingalls 

Library, the third-largest art research library in the 

United States, as well as to the resources of Case 

Western Reserve’s Kelvin Smith Library and the 

Cleveland Institute of Art’s library.

Case Western Reserve’s new JD/MA in art history 

and museum studies will also allow doctoral 

students to audit or take courses for credit in art 

law at the CWRU Law School. 

History of the Program
The MA and PhD art history programs were 

founded in 1967 and jointly sponsored by Case 

Western Reserve and the Cleveland Museum 

of Art. In fall 2012, the Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation provided funding to restructure and 

revitalize the doctoral program in art history.

Learn More or Apply
Application deadline: January 1, 2014

To learn more about faculty, courses, 
requirements and financial aid, visit the 
Department of Art History and Art website:  
www.cwru.edu/artsci/arth/ 

Other Questions? Contact Professor 
Catherine Scallen, Chair, cbs2@case.edu.


