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The School of Graduate Studies partners with OhioLINK to electronically publish master’s theses and doctoral 
dissertations through their ETD Center--a free, online database of Ohio’s ETDs from participating OhioLINK 
member schools. It contains the abstract and full-text for all theses and dissertations giving researchers 
immediate access to the most current research occurring on Ohio’s campuses.   

The ETD Center is freely accessible worldwide to anyone interested in searching, viewing, and downloading the 
theses and dissertations published in Ohio. Using a standard Web browser, users can search the database using 
basic keyword searching. Authors, university affiliation, and abstracts are all indexed. 

When you submit your ETD to OhioLINK, you are giving OhioLINK and CWRU permission to make your 
ETD available for open access on the Internet, including access through major Internet search engines. 

The OhioLINK publication agreement can be found at http://etd.ohiolink.edu/publication-agreement.html. 
Please take a moment to read and understand it before submitting your ETD. The publication agreement outlines 
what OhioLINK and CWRU may do with the copy of the ETD published in the ETD Center. 

Points to Consider Prior to Submitting Your ETD: 
 
All copyrighted material (e.g. previously published in a journal, monograph or chapter) must have permission 
from the journal, monograph or chapter publisher for reproduction/inclusion in the ETD. If students have 
already published part of their ETD in a journal or monograph, and have not retained/negotiated the right to 
include it again in the completed ETD, students must obtain copyright permission for their own published work. 
Students cannot alter published figures from themselves or others without copyright release.  
 
Inclusion of any intellectual property as imposed by Material Transfer Agreements or participation of 
collaborators must appropriately consider legal, collegial and ethical obligations. In particular, any unpublished 
data from collaborators should not be included in the ETD unless written consent is demonstrated and appended 
to the ETD.  
 
All information in the ETD will be published when the ETD is submitted to OhioLINK. If there are near future 
plans to publish a portion of the ETD in a journal or monograph, submitting the ETD might compromise such 
future publication(s), unless you have first discussed this with the journal or monograph publisher, or intend to 
embargo the ETD to allow for future publication. If you have chosen a publisher and plan to publish a portion of 
your ETD, check the publisher’s policy. Since 2004, Elsevier (major publisher of academic and professional 
journals) has allowed their authors to retain rights for pre- and post-publication of articles. If you publish with 
Elsevier in a journal, you can later include the work in your ETD without asking permission from Elsevier. 
  
The ETD may be embargoed (held without release) after submission for up to two years. Petition forms are 
available on the School of Graduate Studies website. An embargoed ETD is still considered to be a completed 
work, and may not undergo any modification before release by OhioLINK. If your delay request is granted, 
OhioLINK will publish the abstract of your paper as soon as it is approved, but will not make the full text 
available until the approved release date. 
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______  Permission has been demonstrated for all copyrighted materials in ETD. 
 
______  Permission to include collaborators’ unpublished data in the ETD has been demonstrated.  
 
______  No data bound by publication restrictions is included without meeting required legal or ethical 

  obligations (e.g. relating to an MTA, intellectual property of collaborators).   
 
______  Student and Advisor have discussed inclusion of any unpublished data, in light of future  
   publication plans.  
 
______  Student and Advisor have discussed embargo to delay online posting of the ETD (if relevant). 
 
______  Collaborators are appropriately acknowledged, including full citation of any published papers,  
   and inclusion of all named contributors  
 
 
STUDENT: I certify that I understand these points and have satisfied all of the requirements. I understand that 
the ETD, as submitted to OhioLINK ETD, is a completed work and that once submitted, no changes or revisions 
can be made, even if a portion of the ETD is later published in a journal or monograph. I am also fully aware 
that if a request for a delay of release is granted, OhioLINK will publish the abstract of my paper as soon as it 
is approved, but will not make the full text available until the approved release date. 
 
 
_______ I am not requesting a delay of release for my ETD. 
 
 
_______ I am requesting a delay of release for my ETD for a period of   ____ 6 mos.   ____ 1 yr.   ____ 2 yrs. 
  
 
 
______________________________ ___________________________             ____________ 

       Signature of Student       Printed Name of Student                     Date 
 
 
 
ADVISOR: I have reviewed the ETD and advised the student on issues concerning the use of copyrighted 
and/or unpublished data therein, as well as publication plans.  
 
I certify that I understand these points and have satisfied all of my obligations. 
 
 
 
______________________________   _____________________________  _____________ 

     Signature of ETD Advisor                    Printed Name of Advisor                        Date 
 

Rev: 12/12 


