
  
 

September 23, 2016 – Submitted Written Testimony 
 
Thank you Chair Lehner, Vice Chair Hite, Ranking Minority Representative Sawyer and Senate 
Education Committee members.  
 
My name is Gabriella Celeste and I offer brief testimony± to you as Policy Director of the Schubert 
Center and an interested party in legislative matters concerning student development, school truancy 
and discipline, specifically House Bill 410. Our Center supports developmentally-informed policy 
efforts to decriminalize truancy, reduce the unnecessary use of out-of-school suspension (OSS) and 
expulsion and to promote positive school climate and student success. Toward this end, we have 
been engaged in multiple stakeholder meetings and submitted prior testimony on HB 410 to both this 
Committee (5/19/16) and to the the House Education Committee (2/16/16). 
 
As has been repeatedly noted in earlier testimony, the research makes abundantly clear that positive 
school connectedness matters to healthy child development. When students feel cared for and a 
part of the school community, they become less likely to engage in risky behaviors such as substance 
use, violence, or sexual activity at an early age.1 Conversely, removing a student from the school 
environment and socially isolating them, can be extremely harmful to a youth’s healthy development 
and positive social engagement.2 When students are removed from the classroom as a disciplinary 
measure, whether for truancy or another reason, the odds increase dramatically that they will repeat a 
grade, drop out, or become involved in the juvenile justice system.3  
 
The HB 410 school discipline amendments offered to HB 410 are important because they address the 
relationship between truancy, school climate, student removal and disengagement. Truancy is a red 
flag for educational failure that is not only linked to dropping out of high school in the long term, but 
also to suspension, expulsion, or delinquent behavior in the short term.4 Overly punitive schools, such 
as those with high use of OSS and expulsion, disincentivize school attendance. Instead of a 
mandated punitive policy, the HB 410 amendments rely on a tiered disciplinary approach and 
reinforce positive school climate by strengthening students’ ability to stay connected to their schools.  
 
To only focus on the truancy part of the school failure equation undermines the ability of HB 410 to 
adequately address key contributing factors to student drop-out and disconnect. Ohio’s future 
economy and prosperity depends on the success of our students today. The proposed discipline 
amendments to HB 410 recognize that keeping students positively engaged in, connected to and 
successful in their education begins with keeping them in schools, committed to their achievement. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and leadership on these important matters. Please contact me at 
mgc36@case.edu (216-368-5314) should you have any questions. 
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