
  USSO 280:  DEMOCRACY? 
Spring Semester 2013 
TTh 10:00-11:15am 

Crawford 111 
 

 
Karen Beckwith, Professor  Joshua Ware, SAGES Writing Instructor 
Office:  223 Mather House   Office:  Writing Resource Center, Nord Hall 
E-mail:  karen.beckwith@case.edu  E-mail:  jaw233@case.edu  
Office Hours: Tuesday,  1:00-2:00pm,   Office Hours: by appointment only, through 

Wednesday 2:00-4:00pm,       the Writing Resource Center at 
       or by appointment                                                                   http://www.casewconline.com    
http://politicalscience.case.edu/faculty-listings/karen-beckwith/  
Office Phone:  (216) 368-4129  
Course Webpage:  
http://politicalscience.case.edu/faculty-listings/usso-280-professor-beckwith/ 
 

COURSE OUTLINE AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
“Democracy?” is an upper-division SAGES University Seminar, focusing on democracy as theory, 
practice and political methodology.  “Democracy?” poses democracy as a question, in two forms.  First, 
what do we mean by democracy?  We will consider competing definitions and understandings of 
democracy, and raise questions about why citizens value – or should value – democracy.  Second, 
although conventional understandings link democracy to political systems and issues of governance, the 
course will consider democracy in other institutions and locations.  Does democracy in the state require 
democracy in the economy?  What would that look like?  What are the potential conflicts between 
economic and political democracy with full citizen involvement? Does democracy in the state require 
democracy elsewhere?  Finally, what is necessary for democratic practice and democratic outcomes?  
How should the state be structured to maximize democracy, among other values? 

 
The course is divided into three major sections.  The first focuses on definitions and theories of 
democracy, considering how democracy serves to include or exclude groups of citizens (women, 
immigrants, children, felons); and how democracy mediates differences in citizen resources and in 
political and cultural identities.  In the second section of the course, we examine citizen inequalities more 
specifically and consider their impact upon democracy in the US. We will examine the relationship 
between state and citizen, and the ways in which state actors respond to citizen preferences.  We will 
conclude this second section with a consideration of the contributions of labor unions to democracy. 
 
The third section of the course considers the relationship between democracy in the state – at the level of 
political institutions, and democracy in the economy.  Is political democracy possible in the absence of 
economic democracy?  What are the potential conflicts concerning democracy in these two arenas?  What 
would be the ramifications for political democracy if economic democracy were constitutionally 
enshrined?  Finally, we will discuss structural means for ensuring democratic governance in cross-
national perspective.  The course concludes with a discussion of the possibility of democracy and 
democratic practice in the United States and internationally.   

     
Evaluation of student performance in this course will be based on the following criteria.  First, students 
will complete three short analytical papers, synthesizing the readings and taking a position on specific key 
questions.  The papers are cumulative, in the sense that each builds on the prior paper.   
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Second, students will complete a final position paper, based on the three previous papers, integrating new 
reading materials not previously addressed, and stating a clear position in regard to a major course 
question.  Paper grades are weighted as follows: 
 

 
 

ASSIGNMENT 
 

DUE DATE 
 

PERCENT OF FINAL GRADE 

 
First short paper 

 

 
due February 5  
 
[revisions due February 15] 
 

 
15% of final course grade 

 
Second short paper 

 

 
due February 28 
 
[revisions due March 19] 

 
15% of final course grade 

 
Third short paper 

 

 
due April 10 

 
[no graded revisions for third paper] 
 

 
15% of final course grade 

 
Final paper 

 

 
due May 8, by 3:30pm 
 

 
25% of final course grade 

 
 
Details of the paper assignments are available in a separate course handout.   
 
Each student will have responsibility for facilitating discussion during one class meeting; discussion 
facilitation is worth 10 percent of the student’s course grade.  Discussion facilitation guidelines will be 
available in a separate handout.   
 
Each student will also have responsibility for presenting his or her final paper results to the class in the 
last three weeks of class.  The final paper presentation is worth 10 percent of the student’s course grade.  
Presentation guidelines will be available in a separate handout.   

 
Each student is expected to attend class every day and to be prepared for each class meeting by having 
read, in advance, the materials assigned for that day.  Students should be prepared to discuss the material 
in detail in class every day, and all students are expected to participate.  Informed participation in class 
discussion is a requirement of the course accounts for an additional 5 percent of the final grade.  
 
Finally, all students are expected to present themselves in class in a professional manner.  Professionalism 
refers to adherence to standards of behavior and performance expected from political scientists.  This 
includes, but is not limited to, courteous behavior in class; attention to other speakers; engagement with 
the work at hand; and, of course, adherence to university standards of academic integrity.  Students are 
expected, and obliged, to comport themselves, in class, in a professional manner.  Professionalism is a 
requirement of the course, and accounts for the remaining 5 percent of the final course grade. 
 
Note that students are required to attend all classes and to complete all course assignments.  
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Books for this course are listed below and are available for purchase in the University Bookstore: 
 

Larry Bartels, Unequal Democracy 
Robert Dahl, How Democratic Is the American Constitution? 

Thomas Geoghegan, The Law in Shambles 
Pippa Norris, Driving Democracy 

Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom 
Iris Marion Young, Inclusion and Democracy 

 
Additional readings are available through electronic journals or JSTOR, through the Kelvin Smith Library 
website.  Each student should print a hardcopy of every additional assigned reading for his or her own 
research purposes. Please note that this is a requirement of the course. 

 
Students are encouraged to read the New York Times daily.  
 
Instruction in writing in USSO280 is supported by our Writing Instructor, Dr. Joshua Ware.  Dr. Ware 
received degrees in English Literature and Writing from the University of Nebraska (Ph.D.), the 
University of Colorado (M.A.), and Ohio University (B.A.); he also earned a degree in Information 
Systems at Miami University (B.S.). He has taught composition, rhetoric, literature, poetry, and creative 
writing at the college-level for eight years. In addition to teaching, he writes free-lance essays, reviews, 
biographies, and is a widely published writer of poetry and fiction. 
 
Students are encouraged to work with Dr. Ware to improve their writing, to work on revisions, and to 
master university-level social science writing.  Dr. Ware will conduct three in-class writing instruction 
sessions during the semester.  He will offer consultation by appointment through the Writing Resource 
Center.  If you wish to make an appointment with Dr. Ware, please log on to the WRC website, at 
www.casewcoline.com.  You may also email him or see him after class.  Dr. Ware welcomes students 
for consultation at any time in the writing process. 
 
Standards of academic integrity are an integral component of this course.  Students are reminded that they 
are obliged to understand, to uphold, and to comply with the Academic Integrity Policy of the University.  A 
copy of the Code may be found online at   
 

http://studentaffairs.case.edu/groups/aiboard/policy.html 
 

Students who do not understand this Policy after having read it should make an appointment to see me to 
discuss it; indeed, I welcome this discussion and encourage students to see me in advance of any assignment 
about which they have doubts or questions.  It is a course requirement that students read the University’s 
Academic Integrity Policy.   
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
  

January 15      Introduction to the Course:  What Does Democracy Mean? 
 
 READ:  American Political Science Association Style Manual for Political Science examples at 

www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPSA.html; CWRU Academic Integrity Policy 
(http://students.case.edu/groups/aiboard/policy.html) 

 
January 17   Democracy in the US? 
 
 READ:  Young, Inclusion and Democracy, Introduction and Chapter 1  
 
*********************************************************************************  
  
January 22   READ:  Young, Inclusion and Democracy, Chapter 2, pp. 52-70  
 
January 24  READ:  Dahl, How Democratic Is the American Constitution?, Chapters 1-4; Seidman, 

“Let’s Give Up on the Constitution” (http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/31/opinion/lets-give-
up-on-the-constitution.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&&pagewanted=print); and the US 
Constitution  (available online at 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html)  

 
*********************************************************************************  
  
January 29 READ:  John Mueller, “Democracy and Ralph’s Pretty Good Grocery,” American Journal of 

Political Science, 36 (4), November 1992: 983-1003; Jeffrey A. Winters and Benjamin I. 
Page, “Oligarchy in the United States?”, Perspectives on Politics, 7 (4), December 2009: 731-
751 (both available through e-journals)   

 
January 31   READ:  Dahl, How Democratic Is the American Constitution?, Chapters 5-7, and Appendices   
 
 Writing Instruction Session 
 
*********************************************************************************  
 
 February 5   DISCUSSION  
 
  FIRST PAPERS DUE IN CLASS  
 
February 7   READ: Crawford v. Marion County Election Board, 553 US 181 (2008) [available at 

http://supreme.justia.com/us/553/07-21/; see also http://www.oyez.org/cases/2000-
2009/2007/2007_07_21#sort=vote/ for oral arguments].  Please read the Syllabus of the 
case and Justice Souter’s dissent.  These are also available on the course webpage. 

 
*********************************************************************************  
  
February 12   READ:  Bartels, Unequal Democracy, Chapters 1 and 3  
 
  RECOMMENDED:  Schlozman et al., The Unheavenly Chorus, Chapters 1 and 2 (on reserve at 
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KSL) 
 
February 14    READ:  Bartels, Unequal Democracy, Chapters 6 and 7   
 
  RECOMMENDED:  Schlozman et al., The Unheavenly Chorus, Chapters 3 and 4 (on reserve at 

KSL)   
 

February 15  REVISED FIRST PAPERS DUE IN MY OFFICE BY 3:00PM 
 
*********************************************************************************  
  
February 19     READ:  Geoghegan, The Law in Shambles, Prologue and Chapters 1-5 (pp. 1-71)  
 
February 21   READ:  Geoghegan, The Law in Shambles, Chapters 6-10, and Conclusion (pp. 72-142)   
  
*********************************************************************************  
  
February 26   Structuring Democratic Benefits 
 
  READ:  Norris, Driving Democracy, Chapters 1 and 4   
 
February 28  READ:  Norris, Driving Democracy, Chapters 5 and 6   
 
  SECOND PAPERS DUE IN CLASS 
 
*********************************************************************************  
 
March 5   READ:  Norris, Driving Democracy, Chapters 7 and 8  
  
March 7    READ:  Richard Hasen, The Voting Wars, Chapters 4 and 5 (on reserve at KSL and on course 

webpage) 
 
*********************************************************************************  
 
March 11-15  SPRING BREAK   
 
*********************************************************************************  
 
March 19    To be determined 
 
  REVISED SECOND PAPERS DUE IN CLASS 
 
March 21 Writing Instruction Session 
 
  PROFESSOR ATTENDING ECPR MEETINGS 
   
*********************************************************************************  
   
March 26    Freedom, Equality and Poverty in Democracy   
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  READ:  Sen, Development as Freedom, Introduction and Chapters 1 and 2   
 
March 28     READ: Sen, Development as Freedom, Chapters 4, 5 and 6   
 
*********************************************************************************  
  
April 2     READ:  Sen, Development as Freedom, Chapters 7 and 8   
  
April 4      READ:  Sen, Development as Freedom, Chapters 10 and11  
  
*********************************************************************************  
  
April 9    READ:  Sen, Development as Freedom, Chapter 12   
  
April 10  THIRD PAPERS DUE IN MY OFFICE BY 3:00PM 
 
April 11    WRITING WORKSHOP FOR FINAL RESEARCH PAPER 
 
*********************************************************************************  
  
April 16    IN-CLASS STUDENT PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
April 18     IN-CLASS STUDENT PAPER PRESENTATIONS  
   
*********************************************************************************  
 
 April 23   IN-CLASS STUDENT PAPER PRESENTATIONS  
  
April 25    IN-CLASS STUDENT PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
*********************************************************************************  

  
FINAL RESEARCH PAPER DUE WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, BY 3:30PM, IN MY OFFICE 

 

 6 


	Crawford 111
	Karen Beckwith, Professor  Joshua Ware, SAGES Writing Instructor
	Office:  223 Mather House   Office:  Writing Resource Center, Nord Hall
	E-mail:  karen.beckwith@case.edu  E-mail:  jaw233@case.edu
	Office Hours: Tuesday,  1:00-2:00pm,   Office Hours: by appointment only, through
	Wednesday 2:00-4:00pm,       the Writing Resource Center at
	or by appointment                                                                   http://www.casewconline.com
	http://politicalscience.case.edu/faculty-listings/karen-beckwith/
	Office Phone:  (216) 368-4129
	Course Webpage:
	COURSE OUTLINE AND REQUIREMENTS


